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The introduction of ROVSSEAV into the [phere of SENa.9 & 


BILITY. 
» Se. 


~ (From Hayley? s Wivinphs of temper. ) 


: Bax. as it ehanc’ d whilelal! “ realm reviv’d, 
A fpirit maiculise from: eeargh arriv’d : 
Two airy guides condué the gentle fhade ; 
Genius, “in robes of braided flames array’d, 
Aad «a fantaitic nymph, in manners nice, 
rofufely deck’d with many an odd device ; 
Sifter of him whofe luminous attire 
Flathes with tinextiv guifhabie fire 5 
lima in features, in her ok as wild, 
Heularity by mortals ityl’d, 
Pheeager queen.and all her fmiling court, 
a Su nrouag the welcome fhade in gentle {port ; 
a new afiggiate ail rejoice, 
P hear, hé acc ents of | his voice. 
. e Ade Tew fobe was flurg, 
a pe © allic tongue ; 
ing art 
5 : oF i at felg@ the heart; 
| oe Co 4 ut fe fwe F ok, 
ag Ory, of4 | Prald. 
myn. dw Pie fitting: train 
tev ‘Ty paw a Jelicions pain, ¢ 
treat him tog e fafcinating frain. 
a now SERE fA, v ai Tufpended breath, 
ten’d and ge te the tale of Julia's death ; 
equick 4. riés e’er tears had time to flow, 
Gat be this hour | for now I fee Rovsseav.’ 


a 
Sree 
* Zz 


EPIGEAM., 


gi ns CWE merit fees, » This gives him pride, 
ey i | iC Ss hast ic th AB all the worlu befide, 
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* Were Juftice follow’d, then would man be good, 





Were freedom guarded, then would man be bleft; °F 
No genérous impulfe of the foul fubdu’d, R 
gs But love, unfraught with anguifh, fill the breait. 3. 
| ° ‘ ° Ye 
Beh . i % ’ 
I felt the magic of Lucinda’s eye, Oo" 
I thought her charms were of no mean degree ; Be 
Lucinda’s name infpir’d the fecret figh, s S 
And, need I, Orfon! tell my with to thee? vs 
+ r 
One only wifh remain’d! of! might I find, ' ., 
Amid this fcene of danger and of ftrife, Ga 
Some kindred fpirit, ‘fome congenial mind, | 0. 
s To cheer my jourhey through the vale of life. vf 
a : C 
‘ Indulgent heav’n vouchfefed the boon to fend, “or 
oie: A youth ifound, and juft and inild was he; 
re My heart fprang mutual to embrace its friends 
“3 And, need 1, Orfon! name that friend to thee? 
Moscuvws. 
| 4 ~ 


“TE Houcs fince My date of woe long years have roll’d, 
Darknefs ne’er draws the curtains round my head, 

) Wor orient morning opes her eyes of gold, 

» But grief purfues my walks, er haunts my bed. 

Vifiotis, in fleep, their triftful fhapes unfold; 

Shew Mifery living, Hope and Pleafure dead, 

Pale fhrouded Beauty, kiffes faint : 2d cold, 









Or murthur words the parting A faid. 
houghts, when awake, their woMted trains renew ; 
With all their {tings my tortured breaft affail ; 
Her faded form now glides before my view ; 
» Her plaintive voice now floats vpon the gale. 
@ The hope how vain, that time fhould bring relief ! 
Time does but deeper root a real grief. 
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SONNET: On a Locket. 


Bacar crifped threads of pure, tranflucent gold! so * 
“Ye, who we wont with Zephyr’s breath to play ; Pe 
O’er the warm cheek and ivory forehead ftray ; 
& Or clafp her neck in many an amorous fold ; 
. £ Now motionlefs, this little fhrine muft hold ; 
a No more to wanton inthe eye of day, 
Or to the breeze your changinghues difplay ; 
For ever itill, inanimate, and colde! 
Poor, poor, lait relic of an angel face ! 
Sad fetting ray, no more thy orb is feen ! ‘ 
0, Beauty’ spattern, miracle of grace, , 
Mutt this be all that tells what thou haft been! 
_Come then, cold cryital, on this bofom lie, 
~ Till Love, and Grief, and fond Remembrance die! 











PROP 22:2 


MON 






Fowre it Scheme Wn 4 banks alons—~ 
Silent eve—ti’ accuitom’d fong— 
Silver flipper he ‘hilom—lore— 
Druid—pilgrim—mountain boar— 
Dulcet—cremite—what time— 
(** Excufe me, her él wanta rhyme, “J 
Biack-brow’d 13 cies fchreech-owls fing—~ 
Ebon car—and ravere wing— = 
Charae! houfes—ionely dells— a 
Glimm’ring taper 3—difma! cels— o 
Hallow’d haunts—and horrid piles— 
Refeate hues—and ghaftly fmiles— 
Solemn fanes—andc ypr efs bow’rs— 
Thunder ftorms—and tumbling tow’rs— 

; Thefe with care toget anes blend ; : 
They ll form beginning, middle, end. 
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foegs therefore evident, that this fubftance imbibes the luminons 
matte the act of cryftallization, and aft erwards throws it out 











fparks. Mr. Giobert having tried many other faline folu- 
bane could pot obferve the like phenomenon in any of them, 
ne AS OY FOIE te > — 
" 


ANECSBOT 


C ATHERINE II. emprefs of Ruffia, ba fer eftablifhed’a 
commiffion for framing a code of laws for the diflerent fubjeds 
of her extenfive e empire, commanded the Samoyed ‘s to fend de. 
puties to the capictal, to meet thofe of the other provinces, 


- When they arrived at court, her imperial majefty received them 


on her throne, fyrrounded with the greateft magnificence, and 
informed them, by means of an interpreter, that’ having the 


fame maternal tendernefs for them as for the*reft of her fubjedcts, 


nd being defirous of giving them laws fuited to their manners 


and fituation, and which miiabt contribute to their private as 
well as public hap iy fhe h 









fent for them, in order that 
Aments upon that fub; ect. The 
for her good | intentions, and told 
fom iaws; but tb: y begged. that hex 
frame {one or their netgD urs 


they might deliv 
deputies thank 
her, they had 
imperial mgje 


A certain preacher having taken for his text the following 
words of Matthew, chap. iv. ver. 3. If thou be tbe Son of Gad 


command that thefe fiones be made bread ; began his fermon 


thus: “ My bretlren, it is cuftomary for thofe whc appear n 
“this pulpit, to expound to you the word of God; but as for 
“me, I am going to explaia to y 





the words of the devil.’ 


The canons of Chartres haying loft a law fuit, 4 - h ee, had 
with their bifhop, and fuppoting that their bad faccefS had been 
S eihooal by the influence of madain Maisie : one of them 
faid, “ How was it poffibie for us to win, when we had Ling 


“ Queen, and Kuave again{t us!” 














































THE WISH. 


























er a 

es. ff From Poems by Robert Lovell, and Robert Southey. aot 

em : So. * 
a. 

nd > 3 “ae : 

he r HE Mufe who ftruck to moral ftrains the lyre, . 

* Now turns to court a Vifionary theine, " 

boy 


To frame the with which flattering hopes infpire, 















ety : When fancy pereied in her goldeudream. . 
1: at — 
at I afk no lone retreat: no | ‘ 
he Nor grove nor bower arm for Me ; 
i I mufe on Juitice, Liberty 
er And, need J, Orfon! teé : 
I bend, great Juftice! at thine ne, sa 
Eternal arbiter of good and ilf: 
a | Thefons of foul fhall make thy laws theft own, 
G And form their dictates by thy fov’reign will. 
n 
22 But oft perv erted is thy high beheft, " ; 
cE And oft I’m doom‘d opprefiion’s rod to {ve ; : ) 
To fee wealth triugeph, and the poor oppreft, 
And, need I, Oxf! tell my with to thee? 
J How bounds the foul at freedom’s facred call! 
? How fhrinks from flavery’s heart appalling train! 
5 4 But (tii! her vidtims avarice will inthrai, : 
Afric’s fad foas (lili wear the accurfed chain. t = 


* 7 


Still, power defpotic, with anbition join d, 
Would eralh the foul determined to be free; 
J jee debal’d miair’s dignity of mtd 
And néed I, Orfon! telhiny wiih ‘to thee ? 
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Sues therefore evident, that this fubftance imbibes the luminons 

. mattefam the act of cryftallization, and afterwards throws it out 
2 ms. Mr. Giobert having tried many other grad —_ 

§, could got obferve the like phzaomenon in any of them, 


F 












ANECPBWOTES 


? ATHERINE II. emprefs of Ruffia, having eftablifhed’a 
commiffion for framing a code of laws for the different fubje as 
of her extenfive emp ire, commanded the Samoyedes to fend de. 
puties to the capizal, to meet thofe of the other provinces, 
~ When they arrived at court, her imperial majefty received them 
on her throne, fyrrounded with the greateft magnificence, and 
. on informed them, by means of an interpreter, that* having the 
= fame maternal te..dernefs for them as for the*reft of her fubjedts, 
2 nd being defirous of giving them laws fuited to their manners 
Pand fituation, and whigh might contribute to their private as 


well as public happilf fent for them, in order that 
ments upon that fub’ect. The 


they might deliv nt 
deputies thankegas for her good intentions, and told 
aws; but: » begged that hex 


her, they had: J © 
ampertal magje | frame faine fo r of. ir net D Jurs. 










A certain preacher having taken for his text the following 
words of Matthew, chap. iv. ver. 3. If thou be tbe Son of Gad 
command that thefe fiones be made bread ; began his fermon 
thus: “ My brethren, it is cuftomary for thofe whe appear im 
“this pulpit, to expound to you the word of God; but as for 
_ ge, I am going to explain to yaPthe words of the dey.l.’ 





~~ 


The canons of Chartres having ‘oft a law fait, wi. ~ <p had 


with their bifhop, and fiyppofing that their bad finccefs had been 
 ahrcal by the influence of madain a: ne of them 
faid, “« How was it poflible for us to win, when we + Kingy 


“Queen, and Anave again{t us:” 
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a | THE WISH. 
CIS * 
de. & ~ 
es, From Poems by Robert Lovell, and Robert Southey. See 
em q “ Be % 
ind . | ae 
he HE Mufe who firuck to moral ftrains the lyre, * 
* .Now turns to court a vifionary theme, af 
-_ To frame the wifh which flattering hopes infpire, 
a When fancy revels i in her goldeyugream. 
as = e 
at & I afk no lone retreat, no | 
he & Nor grove nor bower oe arm for me; 
a J mufe on Juitice, Liberty 
or And, need I, Orfon! té ? 

I bend, we Tuftice! at thine one, ie 

Eternai arbiter of good and ili: 

ng T he fons of foul fhall make thy laws their own, 
id And form their digtates by thy fov’reign will. 
no F 
ue But oft » ¢Mabetale is thy high beheft, 
oF And oft I’m doom’d oppreffion’ 5 rod to {ee ; 

To fee wealth triugaph, and the poor oppreft, 

And, needI, Oxfam! tell my with to thee? 

d How bounds the foul at freedom’s facred call! 
r # How fhrinks from flavery’s Aeart- appalling train! 
5 But (til her victims avarice will inthrai, : 
; Afric’s fad foams (ili wear the accurfed ehaia. * = 


Sti ih. aie aoe “ BE PR + Pe oe 
ae er del; jotic, W.ta ampllion join a, 
Would taf hy the fel derermined to be iree; 
J jee debal’d man’s dignity of mind, 


And néed J, Orfon! telkiny with to thee? ot 


Fae 












* 










. THE UNIVERSAL MAGAZINE. 





colle&ted the fires of lightning that were difperfed though the 
ikyyeapd to have buried them in the earth, ‘ What is this 
‘* but the defeription of the uie of a condutor, to fecure build. 
os ing wine ftruck by lightning ?” 

ist us now fee if any probable conjefture may be formed, 

cerning the means or inflruments which they employed in 
thefe dperations. We know that the Hetrufcans and Sabines, 
Numa’s countrymen, worfhipped fpears, and were, mdeed, the 
mventors of thofe weapons. It is probable that they might not 
worlhip, or employ one fpear only in fuch folemnities, but a 
number, per haps a ‘large cafe, or what Homer calls Lourctbeke, 
of @kind of forelt of fpears, ‘The firft places of worlhip were 
in the open air, the word templum originally fignifying the 
heaven, or fky. Befides, they were upon high places. ‘The 
law was detowered to Mofes upon Mount Sinai: and high places 
are mentioned often in the fcriptures as the feats of idolatrous 
worlhip. - Now, were a foreft of fpears, with the pomts up- 
wards, and with the handles of dry wood, or, perhaps, fome of 
the Teribinthimate kind, which are bad conduétors, and placed 
upon an elevated fituation, they might, if placed within ftriking 





saiftance, exhibit a luminous appearance, and in certain feafons 


bolle ct electrical fire, fufficient to make a great difcharge ; and, 





fs? rt fluence. Shis 18 Lot. 
tarch ys that balls of 


pon within the reach of dete 
Her matter of conjecture. Plu- 
ne feen to reft on the points of 
that im our own times, in 
the Mediterranean i sominon for balls of fire to reft on 
the rigging of the {Hien appearances were formerly called 
by the names of Caltor Pollux; and in later times, the 









the foldiers’ fpears, amd 


Pires o of St. Helmo, and are Guaght to foretel good weather, 


Was it from this opinion, that St. t aul's fhip, mentioned in thé 
Acigof the Apoftles, had the images of Caftor and Pollux on 
its prow. Livy {peaks ofa fpear, in a houfe, that burned more 
than two hours, yet without being con‘umed, Could this be 
any thing but eleétrical ? 

It thowld be obferved, that Nama did not build a temple, 
but an altar, in the open air, to Jupiter Elic:us, and that it 
was fituated on a hill. namely, the Aventine Mount. But 
Tullus Hoftilius, it is faid, was im fome retired part of his houfe, 
and alone. 

A fpear, however, might beeome cleOnical in a thunder 
rm, in which ‘Tailus Holtilics is faid to have perifhed, even 
in a houfe; witncis the fory from Livy, mentioned above; but 


he 


—— 
—— 7 


res ee fv 


a Mm tees we 2s COS 


a Pp teal - | ~. » 
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we may fuppofe, that he might be on the houfe-top, which yas 
common place of worfhip, and there have erected his atus 
for drawing down lightning. ‘Chat this was a com “place 
for idelatrous worfhip, we learn from the f{criptures. The book 
of Kings {peaks of the altars, that were on the top of the upper 
chamber of Ahaz. Jeremiah {peaks of “the houfes, tpon 
« whofe roofs they have burned incenfe unto all the hoft of 
« heaven, and have poured out drink-oflerings to the gods.” 
Zephaniah mentions thofe “ that worfhip the hoft of heaven on the 
« houfe tops.” Might not then Tullus Hoftilius, fuppofing 
him placed in an elevatéd fituation, and upon the top of a’ 
building, and furreunded by, or in the neighbourhood of a num- 
ber of fpears, placed with their points upwards, receive a f{troke 
by their means from an eleCtrical atmofphere ; or might not an 
eleGrical cloud be fo attracted and difcharged upon a multitude 
of metalline points, terminating in bad conduétors, as to explode 
and deftroy him, and burn the houfe: and might not Numa be 
inftructed, how to conduct this procefs with greater fafety, tho’ 
perhaps, not fcientifically? But many a houfe is preferved by 





conductors, whofe inhabitants, and even the artificers that 9 
erected them, are nearly ignorant of rationale of the matter. | 7 








Or rae PHOSPHORIC prorerty 
TA \RTAR ° 


Mae. GIOBERT, obferved by accident, that feveral fparks» 
of pale and blueifh light caine out of a quantity of cryftallized 
vitriolated tartar placed in the dark. The {pairks were produced 
by the leaft friction bety the cryftals; yet he. afferts that 
they were not electrical Bhich affertion indeed feems te be 
true from the following circumftances. The light, or fparks,. 
appear molt in the act of decanting. the faline liquor from over 
the cryitals ; but if the cryftals are put upon paper to drain off 
the fuperfluous maifture, they do not give any more light. This 
property appears fo much the more confpicuous, as the folution 
las been expofed to a greater light during the cryftallization ; 
and, on the contrary, if the cryftallization has been performed 
Wa place completely dark, no photpnoric light willappear. It 





* 
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ule the fifh makes of this property for its de efence and fufiport} 
and thet the fith had the power of conveying it through wood, 
tals, hemp or flax, and even through water ; and luitly, that 
S extraordinary»power was lodged im organs peculiar to the 
fifh, a fact which the late accounts of the diflection of the elec. 
trical ecl farther confirm. It is remarkable, that Pliny afcribes 
this power of the fifh toa certain invilible agency, and calls ir 
by the fame name that has been applied by later wniters to de- 
“@eminate the electrical influence. 

It is tarther worthy of remark, that the electrical fhock, im. 
am by means of tie living torpedo, was uled in. medicine, 
offius menticns, from fome anci nt authority, that an invete- 
rate head-ach was cured by the application of a living torpedo 

to the part where the pain was feated. ‘Lhe fame remedy Wags 

alfo in ufe for the gout; the patjent being directed to place a 

diving torpedo under his feet, as he flood on the fea fhore, and. 

to continue it until he found the numbnefs not only affed the 

whole of the foot, but the leg alfo, as far as the knee. This 
» \@ > remedy is faid to have cured Athero, a freedinan of Tiberius 

, Ceafar. 

a, Diofcorides advifes + 
- the head, and for prat 

to have copied him 11 

complaints, The fa 

found in Paulus 
















> fame remedy for inveterate pains of 
yieeor the rectum; and Galen feems 
Amending the fame remedy for fuch 
| ation “or the head-ach is to be 
a, and I believe, feveral other of the 
later writers on ie An ingenious and learned gentleman 
fuggefied to me, that is was propable, that even the metlied of 
drawing down electrical fire from the clouds was known in very 
early times, and particularly to Numa Pomphilius, the fecond 
kin: of Rome; and that his fucceffor Tullus Hoftilius, perifhed 

by !is unfkilful management of fo dangerous a procels. 

Numa himielf was, undoubtedly, a man cf fcience. He 
rectified the calendar, and by intercalation brouglit the lunar 
and foler years to — He was acquainted with the 
power of a concave tpecu lum im Concentrating the fun’ $ rays, fo 
asto inflame bod: ies 5 and it was in this way th: it the veflal bse 
was lighted. He initituted religions ceremonies, and formed a 
coll ge of heralds, and was inx lee d their principal legiflato r, in 
what regarded relizion and the !aws of nations. Among othei 

. g¢ts, Livy tells us, that he built an altar on pe Aventine 
mount to Juy iter E licius, whom, ft was given out, that he | Lad 
a power of drawing down from heaven, to expla! n what was 
poriended by prodigies, and particularly by thunder and light- 


¢ 
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hings, and to advife with him on other important occalions. 4 
Asnobius, copying Plutarch, {2} ys, that Numa not being ac- * 
quainted with the means of procuring thunder, which knowledye 
he was defirous to acquire, applied to the goddefs Egeria, wii 
taught him the method of drawing Jupiter down from heaven. 
Tons we know that in the Jewifh religion, the vifible appear, 
ance of the Deity was in the form of a flame of fire; witnefs 
the manifeftation to Mofes, in two inftances, and the Shechinah 
of thetemple. The fame idea prevailed in the pagan mytho- 
logy; Jupiter, when he was obliged to come to Semele with the 
charaCteriftic figns of his- prefeace, came. in- this manner 5 _40 
draw down thunder then, and ‘to draw down the Deity, 
according to this acceptation, the fame thing; and this Pliny 
te! tifies, as he fays, from good authority, had been often per- 
formed ‘by } Numa. Let us now examine the account of the 
death of TVullus Hofiilius. Livy fays of him, “ that after ex- 
“ amining the .commentarics of Numa, and finding there a 
“ defcription of certain occult and fulemn facrifices, performed 
“ to Jupiter Elicius, he fet himfelf to.execute thefe in private; 
“ but from fome impropriety in the-commencement and conduct 
“ of thefe ope: ‘ations, he not only failed of being favoured with . 
“* any intercourie with any celeltial beings, but was, throtgly= 
“ the wrath of Jove, exci 
* {uch regular rights and. 
“ and confumed, together wit] 
Pliny’s account agrees he 
lus, “ whilft he was imitating 
** ner the procefs of Numa, for. 
* {truck with a thunder bolt.” © 
Dionyfius Halicarnaflenfis agrees that he perifhed by fire, 
together with his family; but though he fays, that many 
thought the burning of the palace was an artifice, to conceal, the 
murder of the king and his family, yet he - inclines. rather 
to the opinion that he died by lightning, on account of his im- 
proper conduct refpeéting the facred rites. All agree that he 
perifhed in a ftorm, 7” during the performance of a private 
religious ceremony. nfidering the intent of thefe rites, which, 
were probably ther of fome procefles, which exhibited 
appearances of an eleCtrical nature, it is, Ithink,4tleaft probable, 
that he really loft his life by his unfkilful managements 
‘There is a remarkable paifage in Lucan, relative to this iub- 
yect, Arruns, a learned Etrurian, whom he lad before deicribed, 
as ikilled in the motions of lightning, is faid, by him, to have 
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se. 
ys, that-Tullus Hod#!. 
and improper man- 
own lightning, was 









































| by. his. being importuned with, a 
» ftruck with lightning,” 
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in:moderate | panegyrilt, aud at the next a moft outrageous 
fatyrilt. ; 

In a word, Voltaire wifhes to be an extraordinary man, and 
a moit extraordinary manhe molt certainly is. 
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| VATIONS on tHe KNOWLEDGE or tur. 






a ' 4 
~ *ANCIENTS resrectinc ELECTRICITY. 
& 


+e 


: ar 1s, I believe, generally allowed, that eleftricity, con- 
fidered as a principle, or quality, pervading all nature, was 
unknown to the philofophers of antiquity. It is, however, 
admitted, that fome of its effe€ts were obferved ‘by them, but 
their obfervations led them to believe, that it was a peculiar pro- 
perty of certam bodies only, and not that it was, as it now 
appears to be, one of the moft general and active agents in the 
natural fyfteim. Theophrafius is, as far as I know, the iirft 
writer that has remarkedthe attractive power of bodics to one 
another, diftinet from thi@ttradtions of gravity and magnetifm. 
a fiones, of “amber dug on the 
wi "an attractive power. He inti- 
‘“ mates- that be a Careit had this property in the higheft de- 
“ sree, \Gnd-that it’ wemld attract iron.” The fame writer 
afcribes fimilar properties to the lapis !yncurius, which is now 
believed to be the tourmalin, though it was formerly efteemed 
to be the fame with amber. Theophraftus, ienelends clearly 
diftinguifhes them from one another, though he aicribes the 
fame attractive properties toboth. “ It poffelies,” he fays, ** an 
“« attractive power like amber; and, as they fay, attr acts not 
“only ftraws, and leaves, but copper alfo, and iren, if in fimall 
“ Particles.” « 
~ Pliny gives a fimilar account. “ Amber,” fays he, “ being 
* rubbed with the fingers, and having thereby become warmed, 
attracts to itfelf fraws and dried leaves, in the fame manner 
“ as the magnet does iron.” He aftribes the fame properties 
to the lapis lyncurius. Solinus, Priician, and, I believe, 
many other writers have notwed the fama quality of that 
Stone. 
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But the atcractive power which electricity imparts to bodies, 
is not the only property of that fluid that was knoywn.to the 
ancients. ‘They were acquainted with the-effects of the eledtric 
fhock ; and have mistutely defcribed the fenfations occafioned 
thereby, upon the human body. .1 do not however meanto 
infinuate, that they saetheniale any connection to fubfilt be- 
tween the attractive power juft {poken of, and that which Lam» 
about to mention. It is now proved, be yond adoubt, that the 
benumbing power, which. is found in the torpedo, and femmaae ~ 
other fithes, is, in reality, produced by the electric fi sa 
which they have a power of imparting to any obed they pleafe, 
with which they come in contact; and is indeed the method 7 
they have both of defending themfelves, and providing food. B 
Ariftotle fays, that the torpedo “ caufes, er produces a torpi- ~~ 
“ dity upon thofe fifhes it is, about to feize, and having by that 
“ meais got them into his mouth, feeds upon them.” He adds, 
“ that this fifh hides itfelf in the fand and mud, and catches 
“ thofe fith that fwim over it, by benumbing them; of which,” 
1¢ fays, “ fome have been eye-witneffes. The fame fifh has 
“ alfo the power of benumbing men.” Pliny fays, “ that this 
“ fifh has the power of communicating its benumbing quality, 
“ if touched with a fear, or rod; is able to impart a tor- 
“ por over the ftrongeft mufcles body; and, as it were, 
“ binds and {tops the feet ever iftett perfons,” Galin 
fays, “that the torpedo is endued witia@ija power, that if it 
“ be touched by the fifherman witli {fpear, it inftantly 
“‘ ftupifies the hand, tranfmitting this power through the {pear, 
“ to the hand.” Plutarch fays, ** that it affects the fifherman 
“ through the drag-net ; and, that if any perfon pours water 
“ on a living torpedo, the fenfation will be conveyed through 
“ the water to the hand.” a 

Oppian has gone full farther, and has difcovered the organs. 
by which this fifh is enabled to produce this extraordinary effed, 
which he afcribes to “ two organs of a radiated texture, which 
“ are fixed, or grow on each fide of the fifh.” Claudian has 
written a fhort poem: on the torpedo, but he mentions no quali- 
ties of it different from thofe which have been recited above, 
fave that it can convey its influence from the hook, with which 
it is caught, to the hand of the filherman. From the above 
accounts we fee, that the philofophers of antiquity had accu- 
rately obferved the nature of this extraordinary influence, tho’ 
they knew not to what general principle it ought to be afcribed, . 
They noticed the fenfation, and its effects on the body, the. 
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mee. The officer was rejoiced to efcape fo well, thot’, 

biiged'to walk a diftaiice of three miles. 

ext: morning Silver Heels arrived, and atked to fee the 
officers but was dental admiilion into liis prefence. Some of 

sults brother officers came ont, “and: enquired his bufinefs; he 

| + telated to them the Sty witthe between the officer and himfelf, 














War, “aiid thoi ites a pie of park an eld woman 
thom he fhould fend to take the command of the fort, 
$ i feat chief was only fit;'to fight with “bis dog, or cat, 
nen he was ae left they ‘fhould: have more than him 
feeee hen afking for fone rum (which was given him,) he left th 
age fort to falfil | his promife, but was foon ‘after killed in an engage- 
_ ment, fchting 1 manfelly at the head of a party of Mohawks, 
near’ the Bloody Pond, joining to Lord Loudon's road, in the 
way to Albany. 


A Portrait of Vorvasme; iy the late king of Pruffia. 


ML >. x 







pis a very thin perfon; not. tall, but 
rather of the unddiggage. hic is conftitutionally hot arid atra- 
bilarjous, mea gated ed, with an ardent and penetrating look, 
and aquick aad malignant eyc. In action though he is fome- 
times abfurd from vivacity, he appears to be animated with the 
fame fire that in-pires bis works. Like a meteor, which is 
momentarily feen, and as often vanifhing, he dazzles us with 
his luftr’. “A man of fuch a tem perament mult necefiarily be 
a valitudinarian. The blade continuall y lacerates the fe: ibbard. 
Habitually gay, yet grave from frat frank yet not candid; 
politic yet not artful; knowing the world which he neglects, : 
*. is now Ariftippus ‘a anon Diogencs. Loving pomp yet 
| elpifing the great, he behaves w Ey reftraint to lis fuperiors, 
but with referve to his equals. Polite on a frft approach he 
foon becomes freezingly.ccld. He delights in, yet takes offence 
at courts. With great fenfibil: ty he * bie but few friendfhi: 1S) 
and abftains from pleafure only from the ubteénce ot paffion. 
When he attaches himfeli to any one it is rather from levity 
than choice. He reafons without principles, which 1s the caule 
that he, like the herd of mankind, is fubje& to fis of telly. 
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Writh a liberal head he ha#a corructed heart. [ ¢ reflects on 
all, and turns all into ridicules A libertine Without flamina, 
a: ebrallt deftitute of morality, and. vain to the moft fupreme 
degree. Yet is his vanity inferier to his avarice, kle writes 
lefs for fame than for money, and may be faid to labour only ll 
to live. Though formed for enjoyMheut he is never oe of 

amafling. 2 

Sach i is the man, here follows the author : ” 

No Poet ever wrote verfes with more facility; but 
ity is detrimental, by bei: 1g abufed. None of 1s works. 
fin'thed, for he does not ‘give ‘himfelf fufficient attentio 
retouch them. His verfes are rich, elegant and full of. Wai 
He would fucceed better in writing hitless y, were he lefs prodi- 
eal of his reflections, and more fortunate in his comparifons ;_ 
for which he has neverthelefs merited’ applaufe. In his laft 
work, she has criticifed, corre&ted, copied and imitated 
pas : 

An al 1or who wifhes to write without paffion and without 
sreindice, ought, it is faid. to havencither religion nor country ; 
i this is neatly the cafe witi Voltaire. No perfon will tax 
hea with | artiality for his nation. He is rather polfeffed by the 
phrenzy of dotards, who are inceffantly vaunting of times” pai 
at the exvence of times presen Voltaire continaily praifes 
the different countries of Eurvone;. 2 , complains only of his 
own. He has not formed any ff a | igion for himfelF ; and, 
were it not for a little of the . AY Janfenifi, which 3 is 
found in ee eral par ts of his writings, Tig ew withou™egntra- 
diction, poffefs that indifference an PPiliitereftednet) which 
are to be fo much defired in an author. 

Well acquainted with for sia as well as with French titera- 
ture, he has much of that mixt erudition which ts {> highly the 
fafhion of the age. He. is a politician. a a ae an 
experimental philofopher; m fité he 1s whatever pleafes. 
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. But, wanting powers to be profound, he has cade obtained 2 


efultory ; ceed lve of the iciences; and were it not for D 
Wit, would not have drtinguifhed himfelf in anv ef them. 


tafte is rather delicate than juft. He is fatvrical, pleafxnt and - 
ingenious ; a bad critic, and a lover of te ablh aa iciencese 
Fig hasa very lively nnagimation, and, what will appear very 
itrange, is almoft deftitute of ins iaatoks He js reprosc’ ed 
With continually pafling from one extreme to a otier. Je is 
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air sol as the pure air, they fay, is more forcibly attracted 
by charcoal than ry the calx, 

This new theory, which for perfpicuity’s fake is here exenr , 
plified in iron, casi 1x a a all the other, hitherto cak. 
Pie phlogiftic es. m refpiration, the phlogiftians 

y, tha rehe: iuigs deplete fupertiogas yhlogiton of the blgod 
k on tl air, wich is fucteffively introduced into ‘their cavi 
es by the ad of refpiration, and the antiphlogiftians fay, that 
42 lungs only feparate'and imbibe the purer part of the atfmof. 
“leq phe This alfo. m conibuftion, agreeably to “he old theory, 

the tombutti sles part with their phlggifton, which is therefore 
oz called the inflammable principle ; but according to the other 
Be <= “¢hebry, the combu ible faditinces abforb pure air. 

There are feve:al circii wnftances which ought to be duly fated 
and examined. in order to fhew the merits and objections whic 
attend the two thesries ; b:t the Jim's of this publication ca 
only allow a fort’ view of che fubject. 
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te of SsuveR Heers, a Mobawk Warrior. 
From Lone’s Traveis. 


1 N May I took a trip to Fort Georze, fituated on a lake off. 
the fame name, called by the French, Sajnt Sacreinent, where I 
ftayed with fome of the Mchawks, who were encamped there. Ip 
the beginning of the French and Indian war in 17575 there wa 
remarkable inftance of refolution and cool deliberate courage @ 

-. one of thefe favages, occafioned by a fensence being paffed upd’ 
7 a fold:er to receive five hundred lathes for intoxication, 
~* An utdian known by the name of Silver Heels, from hs 
fiuperior agility; as well as his adnuirable fineffe in the art of way 

and who had filled more of the enemy than any one of tht 

° tribes in allicnce with Great Britain, ac CMenthy came into tt 
fort juft before the foldier was to-receive his punifhment, an 

= exprefled his difpleafure that a man fiould be fo fhamefully 
difgraced. He went up to the commanding officer, and afked 

what crime the feldier had committed. The officer not chufigg 






























Be %o be queftioned, ordered one of his men to fend Silver Iecls 
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" “getting drunk,” anfwered the foldier. Is that all?” faid Silver. 


—« Dlood which to-morrow may be wanted to oppole an enemy.” 
« The officer, turning upon his heel, anfwered with an indignant 
“Jook, that the foidier ‘has tranfgreffed, and muft be fogger. 
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away, and to inform him that the company of Indi 8. Was not 
agreeable on fuch occafions; ** Wa! wai” or “Oh! oh” re-, 
plied the favage ; *-but what is the warrior ticd up.for?” ,* For 


Heels; “then previde another fet of halberts and tie. up your 
“chief, for he gets-drunk twice a day.” Having faid fe, he ia- 
ftantly left the fort, telling the foldier he fhould quicklgprétirs 
to endeavour to prevent the punifhment being infli¢ted. . Soon 
after the delingu.nt was tied up, and the drummers in waiting to; 
bey orders, Silver Heels returned: and going up to the officers 
with a tomahawk and fcalping-kmife, faid toe him, “ Father, aréeee” 
4 you a warrior, or do Bi only think yourfelf fo? if you are 
“ brave, you will not fatfer thefe wen to {trike this foldier whifi I 
“am in this fort. Let me advife you not to {pill the good Englith 


tin Ie ee ee er ee ee = ae Peete siti 


“ Well!” replied Silver Heels, “then flog him, and we thall 
“foon fee whether you are as brave a warrior 2s an Indian.” 
About.two days after, the officer was riding fome diftance 
from the fort, and Silver Heels was*laying flat on his ftomach, 
according to his ufual cuftom when he watched to furprize an 
enemy. The officer pafled without pepeeiving h m, when he 
in{tantly fprung up, aud Jaying hold of Wie Borles br.dle, told 
the officer to difmount and fight him. ‘ie officer judging it 
improper to rifk his life againft a favage, refufed to d fmount, 
and eadeavoured to fpurhis horfe. Silver Heels perceiving his 
intention, tomahawked the horfe, who fell down fuddenly, and 
the officer rolled en the ground without being hurt. ‘* Now,” 
fays Silver Heels, ¢ we are vpon equal terms, and, as you have 
“2 broce of piftols anda fword, you cannot have any obj-étion 
“to felt me’? The officer ftill refufing, Silver Heels told him, 
‘that he thought himfelf a warrior when he ordered one of his 
white flaves to be flogged tor a breach of mirtial law, but tha 
‘he hal now forgot the charaéter he then aflumed, or he certain 
would have fousht him: and looking very fteraly, added, th. 
he had a great mind to make him change his climate ; but as 
that mode of procéeding would not anfwei his purpole, and iué 
ficiently exvole him: among his brother warriors, he might walk 
home as foon as h- dealel; and that to-morrow morning he 
would come totic fort wich the horfe’s fcalp, and relate the 
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» dif ae =a =r their poighards. Saft ee 
ed, and nha were going to ig saved be Sy 
guards of the Czar farprifed them. They 
d la ely feized,; and throw: prifon ; and the accom 
101 ey named were alfo arrefted, and fpeedy punithment 
_. followed their crime ; theyswere committed into the hands of 
: i ae Sorcha ellie that very day. 
“+ "es Makoi rofe rapidly,:and foon faw no one between himfelf 
ind the Emperor but Prince Menzikoff, whom fortune had raif. 
> ed from the loweft fituation to the higheft dignity and honor, and 
who, bao fatal revere, was precipitated a few years afterwarts 
unto the moft Rt abject mi‘ery. 


Ax ACCOUNT or tat PHLOGISTIG snp ANTE 
PHLOGISTIC THEORIES. 


Tx different periods of time, particular fubjects have engrof- 
ed the attention FoF philofophers, whilft other branches of know-, 
ledge have been either _— attended to, or entirely overlook. 
ed; and as at prefent the philofophical world is principally eacid 
gaged in the examination of the phlogiftic or anti-phlogiftic fyF_ 
tem, we fhall premife a fhort and comprehenfive profpect of it. 
for the infirmation of our readers, who will thereby be enabled. 
to underftand the various sg depending upon it. 

When a metallic fubflance is by any means calcined, as, for” 
“enme:'« when ap.ece of iron is converted into ruft, which the. | 

hemifts call the calx of iron, a very remarkable al.eration takes” 
pr wg for the piece of iron, which was hard, {mooth in its iu. 
face, anid of the ufuak well known colour, is converted into 4. 
brownilh red granulated and iriable matter, incapable of malle*.4 
ability, of acquiring «a polifh, und, in fhort, deltitute of all the 
effential and ufetul properties of iron. In explanation of the: 
caufe of this remarkable change. the: ph!) cotier of the late 
hundred years fay, that iron is a compound oi two. fubliances}# 
vize an @arthy and fixed one, called the calx; and anothet™ 
volatile ingredient, called phiogiiton ; and that the calcinatoa 
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3 no more than the feparation of the two. component fubftances, 
siz. the efcape of the phlogifton ; fo thy patter. 1 , Calcinat ons 
the clx or earthy part alone remains, qwhich p effes i its pectl- 
liar. properties, fo very different from thefe of: the iron af which 


it Was one of the com Subltanees. sb 
~The pllogifton, ia the Not calcination, | is fuppote Lio b 
Y nt by the air ; in. fact. the calcination catti ot ta 


e unlels fe calcinable metal. 1s expofed to refpirable aif © 
to fubltances which contain refpirable air. . 
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nent fubftances has been feparated from that whi ch re- : 
mans, it might be naturally ‘expected thit the remaining, fub- 
tance fhould we gh Jets than the origimal;body or piece of irom, 
Boiwhich it was oaly a part, tie fact, however, is far different, 
Bee Ix being aehially heavier, (it.is not meant im fpecilic grae 
48 py) and larger in bulk than the original picce, of iron. 
~§@ fis addition of weight and bulk Was, a.iew years ago, prove 
ed to be owing to a quant.ty of pure air, which the calx conden- 
fs and imbibes trom the atmofphere. 
1, if this calx be furrounded by fubitances which are fiamofed 
Btoabound with phlio -ifton,.as charcoal, aad.other combuilible 
bodies, and be thus expofed to a proper de ree of heat, the calx, 
by imbibing the phlogittoa froin the furrounding g bod:es and part~ 
ing with its air, will become iron agai. TT operation is 5 called 
gq. te reduction of thecal&.;, ton wos ag es Hck 
ye if it be aiked, what is this phlogifton, and whether it its | 
y. mexhibited by itlelf ; the aniwer as). that st! is the inflammable 
j- pPrnciple, and that it cannot be produced by icfelf ; but that it 
ft pp tay- be only feparated frowmené fubitance, and wiparted: to ana: 
te ther, in’ which cafe the former is {aid to/be dephlogitticated, and 
od 
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«Bike latter to be phlogifticated. 

Now the new anti logift'c doftrine, which feems daily té 
op Me tegaire additional credit and new adherents, abvlifhes entirely 
xe. Be exiftence; or rather the fippofition’of the exiftence of the 
og, Mp PUloziiton, and’ explains the phenomena of ‘calcination and res 
f duction, mérely-on the addition or privation of a prop2r qiianti- 
a.) % pure air. © Thus molt of the prefent philofophers fay, that 
apiece offre, combined with a futitient quantity of pure air’, 
becomes, what is Paice known under the nan ‘of calx of 
Ton -and that the-rait or calx of iron, when deprived -of 4ts pure 
ur, becomes iron. The ‘neéeffity of futrounding the calx with 
Ba*coal o other inflaitiinable fubftande, is not for ths purpole of 
PPating the fippoted phiogiftoh to it, bat to extra the pure 
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As in the abovémentioned proeeis of calc mation, one of the =» 
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Subt come forth, alarmed by the noife, ang 
that. they fiche? fpatch ‘him with their poighards. Every iy; 
thing *A thus fettled,-and. they were going to Te the | 
el when the guards of the Czar furprifed them. They . 

mediately feized; and thrown into frifon ; and the accom 
m they named were alfo arrefted, and fpeedy punifhment 
-. followed their crime ; they*were committed into the hands of 
the executioner, upd fasfered that very day. 

“Ofakoi rofe rapidly; and foon faw no one between himfelf 
” oa the Emperor but Prince Menzikoff, whom fortune had nif. § © 
- ed from the loweft fituation to the higheft dignity and honor, and 
who, by a fatal reverfe, was precipitated a few years afterwans § 
Hito shit'inoll abje&t milery. 
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Ax ACCOUNT or tae PHLOGISTIC anxp ANTL. 
PHLOGISTIC THEORIES. 


Is different periods of time, particular fubjects have engrofl- 
ed the attention vof philofophers, whilft other branches of know-, 
ledge have been either ep attended to, or entirely overlook 
ed : and as at prefent the philofophical world is principally ea _ 
gaged in the examination of the phlogiftic or anti-phlogiftic fyF 
tem, we fhall premife a fhort and comprehenfive profpect of it. 
for the information of our readers, who will ther eby be enabled 
to underftand the various fubjeGts depending upon it. | 
When a metallic fub&ance is by any means calcined, as, for . 
» inftance, when apiece of iron is converted into ruft, wl hich the. 
ee call the calx of ; ron, a very remark: able al.eration takes: 
; for the piece of iron, which was hard, {mooth in its tur 
a anid of the ufual well known colour, is Converted inte 4 
brownilh red granulated and iriable matter, in: ‘apable of male. 
ability, of : CQUIT | lig a polith pa in th ort, deit tute of all the 
effential and Mfefal’ properties of iron. I: explanation of the 
caufe of this remarkable change, the: ph Jofophers of the lateg 
hundred years fay, that iron is a compound of two. fubjtancess™ 
Viz. an @arthy and fined one, called the calx; and another 
volatile ingredient, called phiogilton ; and that the calcinatull 


& 








aca Diab rata 


SBE 


rT... 


We. 


sa 
het 
he 


F. no more than the feparation of the two component fubftances, 


‘far properties, fo very didgetens om i 
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iz. the efcape of the phlogifton ; fo thit.after the caicinat otly 


the cslx or earthy part alone remains, which polleffes its pecu- 
¢ of the iron of whieh 


it was one of the compone fubftanees. ea ee hs 
“The phlogifton, in the act of calcination, is lappa tegs 
gfacted, by the air; and in faét. the, calcination cariiiot take 
place unleS the calcinable metal. is expofed to refpirable air, or 
tofubltances which contain refpirable air. ae 

_As in the abov€mezntioned proeeis of calcination, one of the ~~» 
gmponent fubftances has been feparated from that which re- — 
muns, it might be naturally expected thit the remaining fub- 
funce fhould we:gh Jets than the origimal:body or piece of iron, 
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Bofwhich it was only a part., tae fact, however, is far different, 


the calx being actually heavier, (itis mot m<ant im fpecific grae 
Psy) and larger in bulk. than the original picce,of arom. 

fhis addition of weight and bulk was, a iew years ago, prov- 
ed to be owing to a quant.ty Of pure air, which the calx conden- 
fes and imbibes trom the atmofphere. « 

If this calx be furrounded bv fubitances which are fuppofed 
toabound with phlo-ifton. 4$ charcoal, aad other combuihble 
bodies, and be thus expofed to a proper de ree of heat, the calx, 
by imbibing the phlogifton froin the furrounding bodes and part~ 
ng with its air, will become iron again. ‘Tlifs operation is called 
te redeitien of the calk.:, teal wise Scho Rh 

If it be aiked, what is this phlogifton, and whether it may be 
exhibited by itielf ; the anlwer is; that it! is the inflammable 
principle, and that it cannot be produced by icfelf ; but that it 
may be only feparated fromené fubitance. and miparted to ana- 
ther, in wh ch cafe the former is iaid to be dephlogifticated) and 
the latter to be phiozifticated. ) 

, Now the new antiplogiftic dottirine, which feems daily to 
Sequire‘additioaal credit and new adherents, abvlifhes entirely 

the exiflence; ér rather thé fuppofition’of the exiftence of the Z 
piloziiton, aud explains the phenomena of calcination and res © 
duction, merely on the addition or privation of a proper quanti- | 
ty of pure air. © Thus moft of the’ prefent philofophers fay, that 

4 pice of rani, combined with a futticient quantity of pure air, 
comes, what is commonly’ known under the naine “ot calx of 
Tonvand that the-ru{t or calx of iron, when deprived -of its purs 

air, becomes iron. “The neceffity of {itrounding the cab with 
Boal 0: other inflaitinable fubftanée, is not for ths purpole of 
wrereng the fuppofed phhogifolh to ity bat to extragt the pure 
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“ Be not farprifed,” faidthe Ruffian to him, “at what T haye . « 


“‘ done ; what I have to tell you tequires the moft profound 





_ fecrecy - i am juft come, a as well as you, from thataffembly, 
6 aie the death of the Guar oy been refolved upon witha 
96 folemn “oath. Like you, | have been adinitted thie ni night, for — 


“ the firff time, among the confpirators ; and, like you, I have 
_f¢ partic afons for being ee irreconcileable enemy of my 
foverzign : ‘but if his blond be due for the-cruelties with which 

e it ascii, our plot is very badly Jaid. For who, I pray, 









shave eluded het rigor of the laws; and plunderers, who 
“ breathe nothing but robbery, wurder and pillage. And who 
‘¢ are their accomplices. ? According to their account, the chief 
“ men of the empire, and yet they have not dared to name any 
“ one amongft them ! Who would fo far difgrace himfelf, as 
“ to unite in any fcheme with fuch banditti ?— What plot have 
“ they opened “4 us ?=—For whom do we. expofe ourfelves to 

i. and for whom de we labor ?~—Plan, means, refcources 
“« every thing is unknown tous. Yet they wifh us to be- 
‘* come the blind inftruments. of fuch an enterprife—The{e, 
“ young Ofakol, were my doubts and fears during this affembly. 
. é : appointed you their chief; I readily 
fubfcribe to their choice; but make me fee a little more clear- 
“ ly into this dark and mifterious bufinefs, and you may depend 
‘ upon the exertions of my arm.” 

A heart formed by nature alone, which chance has removed 
froin the intrigues of cities and the baneful poifon of courts, be- 
ing incapable of treachery, is feldom a prey to fulpicion. Ofakoi 
was ftruck with the confidence of the Kufiian, and this confi- 
dence emboldened hin to unveil his fentiments fully. “ You 
‘“ muft have remarked my furprife,” faid he, “ when I found 
“ myfelf in the midit of fuch an aflembly : fatished with my 
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“ condition, acquainted only with my cottage, and a ftrangers 


“ to sshhition, i enjoyed the moftperfed tranquillity——My eves 
“ have been opened; I have been informed that I had :: fa- 
“ ther to avenge ;. and thit, in order to accomplith this end, I 
“ ~ ftain my hands with the blood of my fovereign. But 


“ was I ever acquainted with this father? AmI certain whe-° . 


“ oar he was innocent or guihy? And, whilft under this doubt, 

“ i muft affaflinate my matter !—Thefe thoughts, I confefs, are 
“ repugnant to my feelings. For who am |, to judge of the 
«“ Emperor's conduct ? What right—what authority has Hea- 
* vengiveh meto punifh him? The propofal made me fhudder. 





4 are thefe confpire tors ? Wretches *fained: with crimes, who’ 
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eviews Bere 1. 
4 But the fear of death repreffedimy She 
oa 
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« Since you have opened yout*héart t6' nié, read what paffes. 
& in a ;—I deteft crimes, and above all, a crime of this na- 
& ure: a voice within me fée:ns tocry out, Love and refpet 
Ggby jwereign. Have pity therefore on my youth 5,1 give 
« mylelf up to your diretion—-Save me from the fliry of thefe: 
« barbarians, who have chofen me to be the executioner of 


& 









« who now fpeaks to thee, and who can reward the noble in-. 
“ genuity of thy fentiments.”! | | Pe 
The perfon who fpoke to him was indeed the Emperor him- 
felf, who, under the difguife ofa flave, had overheard part of the 
flot in the tavern. This difcovery fuggefted an idea to him “of 
being prefent at the affembly where . ion was to be 





refulved upon. He had the courage to g0 thither, and efcaped - 


obfervation, by mixing with the confpirators. Having obferved 
Ofakoi much confufed, and to faulter in his anfwers, he deter- 
mined to fave him, in cafe he fhould be found not abfolutely 
guilty. | | 

Thofe who may confider this ftory as favouring too much of 
romance, are, no doubt, ignorant that Peter’s whole life was full 


of fach kind of adventures. This prifice, born to be the reformer- - 


ofhis nation, and who wifhed to fee every thing witli his own - 
eyes, often introduced himfelf, difguife®into thofe public affem- 

blies where mirth and intoxication render the mind ‘incapable of | 
retaining a fecret; and hé was indebted to this activity alone, ° 
for the difcovery of twenty plots which were formed againft him. . 


| The people, therefore, who equally feared and refpeted him, 


oten ufedto fay, Tbe Emperor bears us; let us be bonef. 
After having freed Ofakoi from fear, by loading him with . 


| praife and careffes, he required of him that he would return to 


his companion at the inn, and give us an excufe for his delay, 
that he was unacquainted with the ftreets of Mofcow. 

The lave believed what he faid, and Ofakoi next morning 
Wnt with him te the afflembly. It was there decided that they 
lhould fet fire to the palace ; that during the contfufion occafion- 
eC by the conflagration, a part of the troop"fhould employ them- 
felves in pillaging, whilft® the other, headed by Ofakot, fhould 


E Join the confpirators in the caftle, who were particularly, named, 
s and who were peop'e of the firft eminence in the {tate : that they 


fhould afterwards advance towards the apartment of the Empe- 


& * mafter, and of mine. © For if I muft either perith, or attempt. _ 
& the life of the Caar, I choofe rather to perifh innocent.” 
Thou fhalt not perith,” cried the Ruffian; “ it is the Czar: — 
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of the Strelite * brought the Ruffian empire alinoft to the brink 
of deftruGtion. 

A brother to the famous Tottelawitau, colonel of that corps, 
loft his life upon the feaffold. He was named Ofakoi; and-ag 
his money and eftate were confifcated, he left his fon in a very 
deplorable ftate of mifery. This unfortunate youth, having ef 
caped the purfuit of the emperor’s emiflariés, in a moft wonder. 
ful 3 Sani jas, concealed i agcertain obfcure village, by an 

d lived with his father. When he arrived at 








hy d cast to him a ola of avenging his “family, by 
ladinatiag a Czar. Lhe young man ftarted with horror upon 
xring this pr: pofal; but he diffembled-his‘fentiments, and the 
flave, who ipiepsccd shat he had brought hun over to. his purpofe, 
prevailed upon him to fet out for Mofcow, where, he informed 
him, he would find a number of conlpirators ready to fecond his. 
defign,  Ofakoi, either through weaknefs, or im hopes of being 
said followed his condugtor. They arrived’m the nig ht 
time, and Riopped at an inn near Kremlin, where the Emperor 
relilede..#)) iy 

‘Lhe, flave, having there found. his fricnds, they refelved to 
hold a copfultation.that very night, in the ruins of an old bens 
which was not fardiftant from the palace. 

. Oskei, whohad in.vain. attempted.te Jearn from his patti 
nion whothe confpiators were, . ‘prefied him agnin to mix be 
curiobty Vy but without fucoefs, ' 4 

When the hour.of appoimtinent approached, the fave ely 
told him that he was going to be in company with people who 
were animated with a defire of revenge ; and who, notwithftand- 
ing his:youth and want of ex perience, earneftly wifked to have 
him for their chief 4-pheetemiliat ng fituation to which you 
** are now reduced,” added he; “ the blocd of your father fill 
e reeking—-al} ong it to Groufe your courage, and banith every 
“idea of the danger that may arife from profecuting your re- 
“ venge.” 

Thete words made young: Ofakoi tremble;-and with mere rea- 
fon, a3 the tavern was at that time full of Ruffians, who, ac- 
cording to the cuftom of theircountry, were giving themfelves 
up to intoxication and excels. 

* A body of militia. which, In f me refvees, ht be 
Cony: wed to Pogei Pretofien bards among the Reinar and 
4 e fo nifluries amorg the Turks; but till more barbarovs. 
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The flave itis true, ‘poli low voice, and ina 
kind of provincial dialeét pam knowfigto the Ruflians of Moico " 
but thofe who devile crimes are generally blind, and for the mo! 
part betray themfelves by their own imprudence. . - 

.  Ofakoiand the flave repaired totnesuins, where the fatal a‘ 
fembly was to be held.’ As the confpirators were already mex, 
the moft confpicuious among them addreffed ung Olakoi in the 
following manner :—-“ You fee here,” faid he, “a fet of am- 
« fortunate men,’ who have efcaped from the. tyranny @f the 
“ Czar. That barbarian, though he, put to death by the hands’. 
of the executioner, and even by his own, the greater part of 
“ our companions, the Strelitz, has not, been able to extend his 
* fury to us. Heaven hath preferved-us to execute its v 
“ ance, and the fatal moment is now arrived.'; Shudder with 
. & horror, young Ofakei! 1 have feen the. blood of thy unfor- 
“- tunate Graiane fhed on the feaffold : 1 followed him tothe me- 
“ Janckoly fpot ; but I could not. favé.him !—-Woandering for 
“ ten years through the moft frightfal and dreary ieeees the 
“ mifzry of our fituation compelled as:to feekyby fraud that 
é fibliffence, to which our rank,.as-foldiers and citizens, gave us 
“ 2 jul title. But, to-morrow, that crueltyraut and his cour- 
“ tiers fhall fall by our hands, We loved yourdather, who was 
“ our chief; do you in turn become fo, and let your refolution 
“ and courage prove you worthy .of the choice which we have 
“ made. When a fovereign has ence flepped beyond the law - 
“ful bounds of power, his: opprefled fubjects, if.they have cou- 
‘* rage to emancipate themielves, may alfo ftep beyond the lim- 
“ its of duty and humanity.” 

Ofakoi perceived, that in thé prefent junQure there was no 
alternative, and that even the appearance of weaknels would be 
his fentence of death; he aflumed therefore a courage which hé 
did not naturally poffefs. .. 

It was agreed by the confpirators, | on feparating, that they 
fhould affemble. next morning. at the fame hour ; and that, for 
the greater fecurity, Ofakoi and the fiave fhould return to the 
inn by different reutes. 

Se ear y had Otakoi advanced thirty fteps when he was ac- 
cafted by a Ruflian, who begged him to followhim. As he im- 
agined chis perion to be one of the co .sfpirators, he readily obey- 
ed. Having arrived at a very narrow ftair-cafe, which they” 
mounted with fome difficulty, they entered-a {mall apartment, 


the door of which the Ruffian immediately fhut. 
R. 2 
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- medium of condu@, to vary and apply it to contingencies, is the 
economy I allude to; and if I fucceed by fuch means, men of 
fenfe in any fuceeeding epoch will not bluth to follow me, and 
perfect thote difcoveries I have only abilities to trace out roughly, 
or, a difpofition toattempt. : . 

A Turkith fopha bas no charms for me, if it had, I could 
foon obtain one here. 1 could to-morrow take the command of 
the befkarmament of Ifinael Bey.—I fhould be fure of fuceefs, 
and its™tonfequential honours, Believe me a fingle “ well. 
done!’ from your affociation has mere worth in it tu me, than 
. gilthe trappings of the ezft; aud what is fill more precious, is 
“the pleafure 1 have in the juftification of my own coriduct at the 
tribunal of my own heart.” = 

To thofe who have : ever feen Mr, Ledyard, it may not per 
haps, be unintevelting to know, that his perfon, tlough fcarcely 
exceeding the midcle fizc, was remarkably expreffive of agi. 
vity and ftrength; and that his manners, though unpolifhed, 
were neither uncivil nor unplecfing. Little attentive to differ. 
ence of rank, he feemed to conficer all men as his equals, and 
as fuch he refpefted them. His genius though uncultivated and 
irregular, was original andcomprehenfive. Ardent in his wifhes, 
yet calm in his del:berations; daring in his purpofe, but guarded 
in his meafures; impatient of controul, yet.capable of {trongen. 
durance ; adventurous beyend the conception of ordinary men, 
yet aey and -confiderate ; and attentive to all precauticns, he 
appeared to be formed by nature for atchievements of hardihood 
and peril, 

‘They who compare the extent of his pilgrimage through the 
valt regions of Tartary with the fcantinefs of his fonds, will na 
turally afk by what means he obtained fubfiftence on the road! 
All that { have.ever learned from him on the fubject was, that 
his fuflerings were exceffive, and that more than once be owed 
his life to the compaflio ate temper of the women. ‘This lal 
remark is ftrongly confirmed by the following extra¢t from his 
account of his Siberian tour:.__ : 

“ J have always remarked, that women in all countries, ate 
civil, obl ging tender, and humane; that they are ever inclined 
to’be cay aud chearful, timorcus and modeft; and that they do 
not helitczte, ke men, to perform a generous aé¢tion—Nat 
haughty. net arroga t, not fupercilious, they are full _ of. cout 
tefy, and“fond of fociety;. more liable, in general, to err than 
man; ‘but in -eneral, alio, more virtuous, and performing 
more gogd aGvous than he. “Toa wos.an, whether civilized ¢ 















‘favage, I never addreffed myfelf in the language of decency and . 
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f;.endfhip, without reccivi.g a decent and friendly anfwer. 
With man it has often been ‘otherwife. 
. In wandering over the barren plains of inhofpitable Denmark, 


. through honeft Sweden, and frozen Lapland; rade and ehurli‘h 


Finland, unorincipled Ruffia, and the wide {pread regions'nf the 
wandering Tartar, if hungry, dry, cold, wet, or fick, the wo- 
me have ever been friendly to me, and uniformly; and te 
add to this virtue (fo worthy the appellation of benevolence), 
thefe actions have been performed-in fo free and fo kind ‘a man- 
ner, that if I was dry, I drank the fweeteft draught; and if hun- 

y, | ate the coarfe morfel with a double relith” | 

But though the native benevolence which even among favages 
diftinguifhes and adorns the female character, might fometiines 
foften the-feverity. of his fufférings, yet at others he feems to 
have endured the utmoft ‘preflure of diftrefs. , 
_ “Tam accuftomed, (faid he, in our laft converfation—’twas 
onthe morfiifig,of his departure for Africa) I am accuftomed to 
hardfhips. Ihave known both hunger and nakednefs to the ut- 
mot extremity of human fuffering. Ihave known what it is to 
have food»given me, as charity to a madman; and I have at 
times been obliged to fhelter myfelf under the miferies of that 
character to avoid a heavier calamity. My diftreffes have been 
Ae than I have ever owned, or ever will own to any man. 

uch evils are terrible to bear; but they never yet had power 
to turn me from my purpofe. Hf Ilive, 1 will faithfully perform, 
in ts utmoft extent, my engagement to the fociety; and if I 
perihh in the attempt, my honour will ftill be fafe, for death 
cancels all bonds,” 














A REMARKABLE CONSPIRACY, 
DISCOVERED AT MOSCOW, BY PETER THE GREAT. 


{ Tranflated from the Ruffian. } 


D URING the commotions occafioned by the boundlefs am- 
bition of the princefs Sophia*, it is well known that the revolt 














% Eldeft fitter of the Czar Peter, who carrying her views 
to the throne, attempted more than once to muke him b2 


put to death. 
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him, and tracing a line from Cairo to Sennat, and from 

Weltward in the latitude and fuppofed direction of the Niger, } 
told him that was the route, which i was atixious that Afric 
might, if poffible, be é ners He faid he fhould think him. 


felf finguiarly ferrari to be entrufted with the adventure, [| 


afked hun when he would fet oat—“ To-morrow morning,” was 
his anfwer. 1! told him I was afraid that we fhould not be able, 
in fo fhort a tithe, to prepare his inftructions, and to procure for 


~ him the letters that were requifite, but that if the committee 
‘fhould approve of his propofal, all expedition fhould be ufed. © 


‘To Mr. Ledyard was affigned at his own defire, as an enter. 
prife of lovigne peril and of diificult fuccefs, the tafk of tr. 
verfing, from Eaft to Weft, in the latitude attributed to th 
Niger, the wideft part of the Continent of Africa. 

M:. Ledyard took his departure from Lendon on the 3oth of 
June, 1788, and after a journey of fix and thirty days, feven 
of which were confumed at Paris, and two at Marfeilles, arriv. 


~ed in the city of Alexandria. 


His letters of recommendation to the Britifh Conful fecured 
him from the embarrafinents which the want of inns would 


otherwife have occafioned; and procured for him the neceflaty - 
“inftru€tions for affuming the drefs, and adopting the mar 
that are requifite for an Ezyptian traveller. 


Forcibly impreffed by the objects which he faw, and naturally 


‘ led to compzre them with thofe’ which other regions of the slobe 
‘had prefented to his view, he defcribes with the energy of am 


original obferver, and exhibits in his narrative the varied effeds 
of fimilarity and contraft. But as the travellers who preceded 
him have obtained and tranfniitted t» Europe wisinever know. 
ledge, either ancient or modern, th> Lower  gypt affords, and 
and as the examination of that comitry was no par ° the bell 
nefs which was given him in charze, his d feriptic.is, generally 
{peaking, would add but little to the inftruétion which other nt 


- gatives convey. 


Bere his refidence at Cairo he fent to the ‘committee matty 
marks on the people of Atrica, The views which they opet 

ware interefting and inftruétive; but they derived anes pritie 
cipal cipal importance from the proofs which acy afforded of the 


‘ardent fpirit of éfiquiry, the unwearied attention, the perfever- 


ing refearch, and the laborious, indefatigable, airxious‘zeal with 
which their author purfued the objet of his mitlion. 
Already informed that his next difpatch would be dated from 


Senuar; bet letters of earneft recommendation had been gives 
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him by the Agag that the terms of his paffage had been fettled; 
and that the day of his departure was appointed—-the committee 
éxpected with impatience the diicription of his journey. Great 
was therefore their concern, -and {evere their difappointment, 
when letters from [gypt annoynced to them the melancholy 
tidings of his death, A bitious complaint, the confequence of 
‘vexatious delays in the promifed départure of the caravan, had 
induced him to try the effects of too powerful a dofe ofthe acid 
_of vitriol; and the fudden uneafinefs and. burning pain which 
followed the incautious draft, impelled him to feek relief from 
the violent action of the ftrongeft Tartar emetic. . A continued 
difcharge of blood diftovered the danger of his fituation, and 
fummoned to his aid.the generous friendfhip, of. the Venetian 
Conful and the ineffectual fkill of the inoft approved phyficians 
of Cairo. i . 
He was decently interred in the neighbourhood of fach of 
ahe !nglith as had ended their days in the capital of Egypt. 
The bilions complaint with which he was feized has been 


attributed to the frowardnefs of a childifh impatience. -Much 
more natural is the conjecture, that his unexpected detention, 
week after week, and month after month, at Cairo, (a deten-. 
tion which confumed his fmances which therefore.expofed t6- 
‘additional hazard the frccefs of his favourite €nterpriaze, and 
; which confequently tended to bring into queftion his honour to 
. the fociety) had troubled his {pirits, had preyed upon his peace, 
1 ‘and fubjeCted him at laft to the difeafe that proved in its confe- 
; 
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quences the means of dragging him to. his grave. | "¢ 
OF his attachment to the fociety, and of his zeal for their fer- 

: vice. the following extra¢ts from his letters are remarkably ex-  - 
preflive : 


d 
‘ ** Money! itis a vile flave !_-T ‘have at prefent an ceconomy 
f 





of a more exalted kind to obferve. I Have the eyes of fome of 

the fir men of the firft kingdom on earth turned upon me. I 

am engaged by thofe very men in the moft important objects 
» B that any private individual can be engaged in: [have their, ap- 
, probation to acquire or to lofe; ad their efteem alfo, which I 
prize beyond every thinz, except the independent idea of ferv- ; 
igmankind. Should rafhnefs er defperation carry me through, 
, a whatever fame the injudicious might beftow, I fhould not accept 
Oi it; it is the good and great I look to; fame from them bei- 

‘towed is altozether different, and is clofely allied w a “ weil- 
enc!” from God: but_rafhnefs will not be likely te.carry me 
Mirough any more than timid caution. To find the néceflary 
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than relinquifh his purfu't, he had made, with Capt. Cook 


thé’voyage of the world ; and feeling on his return-an anxiong! © 





defire of penetrating from the north-weftern coaft of A 


which Cook had partly explored, to the Eaftern coaft, with’ ) 
which he himfelf was perfectly familiar, he determined tg’ 
traverfe the ‘vaft continent from the Pacific to the Atlantic’ 


Ocean. 
His firft plan for the ‘purpofe was that of embarking in a vef 


fél which was then préparing to fail, on a voyage of commercial’ — 
mture,/to Nootka Sound, on the Weftern Coaft of America;' 





d with this view he expended in fea-ftores the greateft part of 
the money which his chief benefactor Sir Jofeph Banks (whofe 
generous conduét the writer of this narrative has often heard him’ 


ackhowledze,) had liberally fupplied. But’ the ftheme being’ — 


ffuftrated by the rapacity of a cuftom-houfe officer, who ‘had’ 


feized and detained the veifel for reafons which on légal enquiry’ - 


proved to be frivolous, he détermined to travel over land to’ 
Kamfchatka, from whence, to the Weftern Coaft of America, 


aflage is extremely fhort. “With no more than ten guineas’ 


oie purfe, which was all that he had left; he croffed the’ 
Britith channel to Oftend, and by the way of Denmark and the’ 
Sound, ‘proceeded to the capital of Sweden, from” which, 25 it’ 
was winter, he attempted to traverfe the Gulph of Bothnia on 
the ice, in order to reach Kamichatka by the fhorteft way; but 


finding, when he came to the middle of the fea, that the water’ 
was riot frozen, hé returned to Stockholm, and taking his courfe' — 


Northward, walked into the Arétic Circle, and paffed round the’ 
head of the Gulph, defcended on its Eaftern fide to Peter 
burgh. | 

There he was foon noticed as and extraordinary man. With- 
out flockings or fhoes, and in too much poverty to provide hin- 
felf with either, he received and accepted an invitation to diné 
with the Portugueze Ambafflador. ‘To this invitation it was 
probably owing that he was able to obtain the fum of twe 

ineas for a bill on Sir Jofeph Banks, which he confeffed 
had"nd authority’ to draw, but which, in confideration of the 
bufiiefs that he had undertaken, and of the progrefs that be’ 
had made, Sir Jofeph, he believed, would not be unwilling 10 
pay: To the Ambaffador’s intereft it might alfo be owing that’ 
ne Obtamed permiflion to accompatiy a detachment of {tore 
which'the Emprefs had ordered to be fent to Yakutz, for the’ 
ne of Mr. Billings, an Englifimam, at that-time in her 

rvice. . 
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Thus accommodated he travelled Eaftward through Sibevia 


‘boo miles to. Yakutz, where he was kindly received by Mr. 
Billings, whom he remembered on board Capt. Cook’s thip, in the 
fituation of the aftronomer’s fervant, but to whom the Emprefs 
jad-now entrufted her fchemes of Nethern difcovery. | 
From Yakutz he proceeded to Oczakow, on the coalt of the 
Kamfchatka fea, from whenge he meant to have paffed over to 
‘that Peninfula, and.to, have embarked on the Eaftern fide in 
woe of the Ruffian veflels that trade to the Weftern fhores of 
America; but finding that.the navigation was completely. ob- 
firacted by the ice, he returned again to Yakutz, in order to 
wait the conclufion of tle winter. : 

Such was his fituation, when, im confequence of fufpicions 
not hitherto.explained, or refentments, for which no reafon is 
afligned, he was feized, in the Empreffes’s name, by two Ruf- 
fian foldiers, who placed him in a fledge, and conveying him, 
mthe depth of winter, through the deferts of the Northern 
Tartary, left him, at laft, on the frontiers of the Polith domi- 
mmons. As they parted they told him, that if he returned to 
-Ruffia, he would certainly be hanged; but that if he’ chofe to 
go back to England, they willed him apleafant journey. _, 

_ In the midft of poverty, covered with rags, infefted with the * 
ufual accompaniments of fuch cloathing, worn with continued 
vhardfhip, exhaufted by difeafe, without friends, without credit, 
wuknown, and full of mifery, he found his way to Koningfberg. 
.—There in the heur of his uttermoft diftrefs, he refolved once 


-More to have recourfe to his old benefactor, and he luckily found 


a perfon who was willing to take his draft for five guimeas on the 
Prefident of the Royal Society. 

With this affiftance he arrivedin England, and immediately 
waited on Sir Jofeph Banks, who told him, knowing his temper, 


that he believed he could recommend him to an adventure alixoft 
_as perilous as the one from which he had returned; and then 


communicated to him the wifhes of the Affociation for difcover- 


«ing tle inland countries of Africa, 


Ledyard replied, that he had always determined to traverfe 


_the Continent of Africa as foon as he had explored the Interior 


ef North America; and as Sir Jofeph had offered him a letter 
of introduction, he came direétly to the writer of thefe me- 
moirs. Before I had learnt from the note the name and bufinefs 
ot my vifitor, I was ftruck with the manlinefs of his, perfon, 


ethe breadth of his cheft, the opennefs of his commtenance, and 
ethe inguietude of his eye, I fpread the map of Africa before 
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ole furioufly from the horizon in the north-wefl, reached. the 
@enith, and defcended in the oppofite quarter. It grew darkep 
... atthe moment of the concuflion, extended its dimenfions, and 
~~ almoft obfcured the whole hemifphere. At the fame time alfy 
“appeared upon the tops of the houfes and palaces that were fa 
ling to pieces, a fudden and tranfient flame, like thofe lightnings & 
that glance from the fummer clouds, leaving behind it a fulphy. 
reous {mell, | i 

The*wretched inhabitants new left their houfes in the greateh 
terror and confufion, calling upon God with piteous cries for fue 
cour, and running tg and fro about the ftreets, not knowing whic 
ther they fhould fiee. In the mean while the buildings on each 
fide were falling upon them, and the earth almoft continually 
trembling under their feet, fo that in the fhort fpace of three 
minutes “they were almoft all colleGted together in the fquares 
and open places of the city, under the dreadful apprehenfion of | 
inftamt death. Every eye was bathed with tears, and every 
heart  . with fear, while they experienced an addition 
their mifery, by being expofed to the violence of a tempeftuous 
wind, attended with torrents of hail and rain. It is impoffible | 
for the pencil of the-moft ingenious painter to delineate, or for 
the pen of the moft able writer to defcribe, the horror and con. 
fufion of thefe wretched people. Each one fought for fafety im 
flight, and many in fecking it met with death. Others wert 
buried alive under the falling houfes, others hung upon the beams, 
others upon the threfholds of the windows and balconies, from 
whence by means of ropes and ladders they with difficulty eb 
caped with their lives, and others miferably perifhed, either um 
der the ftones and rubbifh of their own dwellings, or frou the 
buildings, which fell upon them as they paffed through the 
ftreets. 

They who efcaped unhurt, fpent the reft of the day-in-prepar — 
ing a place of fhelter againft the-approaching night. Some lit 
tle ili-built cabins, compofed of furniture taken from the ruins | 
were raifed in the {pace-of a-few hours, within which they lay 
together in promifcuous companies upon the bare ground. : 

The earth in the mean time continued to fhake inceffantly, 
with a noife fimilar to a furious cannonading, which feemed to 
proceed from within its bowels. Sometimes the fhocks wert 
weak, fometimes ftrong, and fo continued till midnight, whe® | 
with a moft tremendous noife the fhaking aflumed a redoubled § 
fury, and threw down all thofe edifices that had refifted the fo- 
mer thocks. ‘Then fell part of the walls of the cathedral, o&: 
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| magnificent fteeple, two hundred and twenty-five palms in he'g io 
part of the great hofpital, the feminary of the priefts, the me= 


mainder of the ftudent’s college, the.front of the palaces upon: “3 


the quay, many, churches, convents and monafteries, together, ae 


with multitudes of: private houfes, At the fame time the fea, 


role with an extraordinary. roaring to a vaft peipbt overflowed. 


along tract of land near a little lake called 11 Pantanello, and, 
earried back. withrit fome poor. cottages that-were there erected, 
together with all the. men, animals and veffels. it met with in 
its paflage, leaving upon the land, which had been overfiown, 
a.great quantity of fub ofvarious kinds, | 

- From twelve o'clock of the aforefaid fifth of February to the 


| widaight following, the fhocks were fo frequent, that they fue~ 


ceeded each other without any imterval longer than fifteen mi- 
putes, and continued much in the fame manner till about three. 
o'clock on the: evening of the feventh, when the whole mine was 
fyrung at once, and the laft ftroke given to the already ruined. 
Meflina. . A clond of duft that darkened the air rofe from the 


"filling city, and in, this, more than. in any of the former earthy 


quakes, was felt a variety-of motions undulatory, vertical, &c. 
which fhattered the walls to pieces, deftroyed many buildings 
from their very foundations, and, asif pounded in a mortar, 

fpread them over the furface of the earth, 
- Some few edifices that were founded upon rocks in the upper 


pe of the city, are fill Randing, but they are for the moft part 


cracked anc damaged, that ig dangesoys to go. near them, _ 
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Some account of Ma, Leprarp’s methods of Travelling. 

| BY HENRY BEAUFOY, E$Q. 

Mae. LEDYARD was an American by birth, and feemed 


from his youth to have felt an imvincible defire to make himfelf 
acquainted with the unknown, or imperteétly-difcoyeyed, regions 


| Of the globe. For feveral years he had lived with the Indigns 


of America; had ftudied their manners, and had pragtifed ‘in 
their fchoel the means of obtaining the protection, and of rep 
tciminending himfelf, to the favour of davages. In the humble 
fituation of a corporal of marines, to which he fubmitted rather 
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w"eemate { O mortals, ignorant and unworthy of your deftiny ! to 
obtain happine!s, it is not neceflary to crofs the feas; it may 
be found in all conditions of life, at alltimes, in all places, with. 
in yourfelves, around you, and wherever you mutually love, 
» ‘This law of nature, too much difregarded by our philofophers, 
was not neglected by the legiflator of a powerful nation, 
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Xenophon, fpeaking to me on a certait occafion of the educa. 
tion of the Perfian youth, told me that, in their public fchools, a 
tribunal was inftituted before which they came mutually to ac- 
cufe each other of their faults ; and that ingratitude was punith- 
ed by it with the utmoft feverity. He added, that under the 
name of ungrateful, the Perfians included all thofe who were 
guilty of men. towards the gods, their relatives, their coun- 
try, or their friends. ‘This law is admirable ; fince it not only 
enjoins the praCtice of all our duties, but likewife renders them 


_ amiable by afcending to their origin. In fact, if they cannot be 


tranfgrefled without our becoming ungrateful, it follows, that it 
is our duty to fulfil them from a motive of gratitude ; and thence 


_refults this noble and beneficial principle, that we ought only to. 


act from fentiment. } 
But this doctrine is not to be held forth to thofe who, hurried 
away by violent paffions, acknowledge noreftraint ; nor to thole 
igid minds who, concentred in themfelves, feel only theirown 
perfonal griefs. The former are to be pitied; they are made 


*more for the happine{s of others than their own. We might 


perhaps be tempted to envy the lot.of the latter ; for, if we could 
join with fortune and health a profound indifference for our tel- 
low-creatures, which yet fhould be difguifed under the appear- 
ance of regard, we fhould obtain a happinefs founded alone on 
the. moderate pleafures ef fenfe, and which perhaps would be 
Jefs fubjeét to cruel viciflitudes. But does it depend on our 
felves to be indifferent ? If we had been deftined to live in folie 
tude on Mount Caucafus, or in the deferts of Africa, perhaps 


uies* Nature would not have given us a heart of fenfibility ; but, 
* had fhe beflowed it on us, rather than not have loved, we 


fhould have endeavoured to fix our affegtion, and éxercife our 
benevolence, on tigers and on ftones. 

“We are therefore enforced to fubmit to our deftiny; and, 
fince our ‘heart requires to be expanded, far from feeking to 
coifine it within itfelf, let tis increafe, if pofiible, the warmth 
and aétivity of its motions; and, by giving them a proper 
direction, prevent its wanderings. 


el. do sot propofe my example as a rule; but you have 
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wished to be informed of the fyftem of my life. Tt was by flue 
dying the law of the Perhians; by drawing clofer and clofer the 


ties which unite us with the gods, our relatives, our country, and ~ 
our friends; that Ihave found che fecret of at once fulfilling the ~~ 


dutics of my condition, and fatisfying the defires of my foul. 


Thus alfo was it that I learned, that the more we live for others, * 


the more we live for ourielves. 

Philocles then enlarged on the neceffity of calling to the aid 
of our reafon and virtue an authority that may fupport their 
weaknels. He fhowed to what.a degree of power the foul may 
raife itfelf ; which, contidering all the evengs of life as fo many 
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laws that have emanated from the greateft and wifeft of legiflas 


tors,is obliged to ftruggle either againft misfortune or profperity. 


You will be ufeful to men, added he, if your piety be only the 
fruit of refle@tion; but if you are fo happy as to have it become: 
afentiment, you will feel a more delighttul pleafure in the good 
you fhall do unto them, and more confokation under the injui- 
tice they may make you fuffer. 
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ACCOUNT OF THE EARTHQUAKE AT MESSiNA 
| Iw 1783, 
By a perfon who was a [peciator of it. 


Ox the fifth day,of February, 1783, an unpropitious day, 
and ever to be .had in remembrance by. the beautiful Mefliwa, 
about forty-eight minutes paft eleven in the morning, the earth 
began to fhake, at frft flightly, thea with fuch force, fuch bel- 
lowing, and with fuch various and. irregular fhocks, that the mo- 


tion was {imilar to the rolling ofthe fea. The walls gave way. ° 


on every fide, knocked together, and crumbled, to pieces; the 
roofs were toft in the air, the floors fhattered, the vaults broken, 
and the ftrongeft arches divided. By the force of three or four 
fhocks, which jucceeded each other without a moment’s inter, 
milion, many houfes were reduced to ruin, many palaces thrown 
down, and churehes and fteeples levelled with the ground. At 
the fame time a long fillure was made in the earth upon the 
quay, and in an adjoining hill, while another part.of the coaft 


Was covered by waves. At that inftant a vaft cloud like alnes 
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“nithment ; but, immediately after, I compared the pride of the’ 
“monarchs who had ere€ted them to that of a pifinire who thould 
heap up fome grains of fand in a pathway, to leave to polterity 
fome traces of his . The great king of Perfla gave me 
place at his court, and Lis fubjects fell proftrate at et 
Their exceflive meannefs only thowed me the exceft of theip 
. ingratitude. 1 returned to my country, neither admiring nor: 
efteeming any thing ; and, by a fatal confequence, no longer ca. 
pable of loving any thing. "When I became fenfible of sy ey. 
ror, it was no longer in my prc to remedy it: but, though } 
do riot feel a very lively affection for my fellow men, | with 
my exainple may prove a leffon to you ; for from you have 
nothing to fear, fince } have never been fo unfortunate as to 
render you any fervice. When I was in Egypt, I was acquaint. 
¢d witha prieft, who, after having paffed his life in’ gloomy m- 
fearches, endeavouring to penetrate the origin and end of alt 
~ .. things, faid to me, with a igh, Woe to him who fhall attemy 
| & tolife upthe veil of nature ! And-1 will fay, Woe to the man 
> “who thal! draw afide the veil of fociety! woe to him who fhall 
_ “Ss gefufe to yield to that theatrical ilhrfion which our prejudices 
z gid necefities have diffufed over all objeéts! Soon fhall his foul, 
we nfeebled and languifhing, find itfelf plunged in the abyls of 
* nihility, the meft dreadful of all punifhments. At thefe words, 
tears fell from his eyes, and he haftened to conceal himfelf i» 
the neighbouring foreft. : ieee: 
~ You know with what precaution veffels.fhun thofe rocks 
which Have cecafioned the fhipwreck of the firft navigatom 
Thus, in my tratels, 1 endeavoured to derive advantage from 
the.errors of nry fellow mortals. From them I learned, what! 
might have been ‘taught by the leaft reflection, but what can) 
- neverbe properly known but by experience—that the excefs of 
.. yéafen and virtue is almoft as dangerous as excefs in pleafures;’ 
.. © that nature has given us propenfities which it is‘as dangercus 
a _ extinignifh as te exhaufiby inordinant gratification; that fociety 
“> had dlaims to my fervices, and that I ought to labour to acquire’ 
'  $ts ‘efleern ; in fine, that, to arrive at this defirable end,-which’ 
inceffantly fhowed itfelf and fied before me, it was my duty t; § 
calm that ineuiétude which I felt in my foul, and which contin 
wally drew it out of itietf, : 
_T had never ftudied the fymptonis of this inquietude. I per | 
ceived that, in anitnals, it was limitéd to the prefervation of 
life, and the propagation of the {pecies ; but that in man it fub- 
fifted afiet faticfying of the firft defires, and that among enligh 
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tened nations it was more powerful and tyrannical than among-e”” 


ant people. It is therefore the luxury of thoughts and 


ace that poifons our exiftence ; it is that infatiable luxury 


that is tormented in idlenefs ; that, to maintain itfelf, feeds on 
our paffions, and irritates them inceflantly, though it gathers 


fom them only difagreeable fruits. But why thould we not’ 
farnith it with more cietery aliments? Why ”thould we not 


confider that agitation which we experience even in the fatiety 
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of pleafures, and enjoyments, as a motion impreffed by th : 


on our hearts, to force them to approach each other, and find 
their tranquillity im mutual unien ? 


O humanity ! fublime and generous inclination ! which an- 
nounceft thyfelf in our infancy by the tranfports of tendernefs 
and fimplicity ; in youth, by the temerity of.a blind confidence; 
and through the whole courfe of our lives, by the readinefs with 
which we contract new conneétions! O voice of Nature, which 
refoundeft from one end of the univerfe to the other, which fil- 
left us with remorfe when we opprefs our fellow creatures, and 


infpireft us with the pureft pleafure when we adminifter to theme game 






Sneafort ! O Love! O Friendfhip ! O Beneficence ! inexhayg a 


tible fources of delicious pleafures : men are only rey be 


caufe they refufe to liften to yous O ye gods, authors 


moft valuable benefits! inftin& might, no doubt, by bring : i 








together beings-overwhelmed with wants and evils, nd afford “ ‘8 7 


ed a tranfient.fupport to their. weaknefs: but infinite goednefs* as 


like yours could:alone have formed the plan of uniting us by 
the charm offentiment ; and diffufing over thofe extentive aflo- 
ciations which cover the earth, a ath capable of sternining 
their duration. 

Yet, inftead of cherifhing: this facred fire,-we fuffer frivolous 
diffenfions and. mean intereft continually to damp its flame. If 
we fhould be told that two ftrangers, caft by chance on a defert 
ifland, had found. in the fociety of each other a pleafure which 


indemnified them for-being:fecluded from the re/t of the world ; * 


it-we fhould be told that there exifts.a family entirely octupied 


the earth, a people who know no other law than that of loving 
each other, nor any other crime thau that of being wanting in 
mutual affetion ; who would think of commiferating the lot of 





in ftreugthéning the ties of confanguinity by the bonds of friend-_ 
{hip ; if we fhould be told that-there exifisyin fome corner of ~ : 


the two thipwrecked friends? who would not with to appertain 
per esy family ? who would not defire to fly tq shag hy apy chy - 
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Toving and_being beloved. The pretety ea. :tiends ? tis made - 
‘choice of, without a prudent examitiath 5, “io >, me piyeh | 
injury, and abandoned me, fome from» yelt, wud others 
‘jealoufy aad ficklenefs. The furprife .* srief1 felt, forced 9 
“my eyes to overflow with tears. At lengta, having experienced 
‘every kind of injuftice and perfidy, I faw n= felf conftrained, af. 
ter repeated ftruggles, to renounce that confic'ence fo dear to 
“my heart, which'l had indifcriminately repofed .u all mankind, 
This facrifice cofl me more.than any other I mace im my life; | 
‘I fill fhudder at the remembrance of it: fo violent were 
feelings, that they hurried me into the oppofite extreinisy 
hardened my heart, cterifhed diftruft and hatred with a Kind of — 
favage pleafure, and lived a wretched life.. At length ! called | 
‘to mind that, among the multitude of opinions that are enter. 
tained concerning the nature of happinefs, fome who are held 
“in greater efteem for their wifdom than.otbers, teach that it ° 
confifts in pleafure, or in the pra€tice of virtue, andthe exercife 
.. in pleafure. 
| fhall fupprefs the particulars of the extravagance of my 
ba Ae “youth, to haften tothe moment that brought them toa period. Be. 
ing in Sicily, bwent to vifit one of the principal inhabitants of 
»  Syracufe, who was fpoken of as the happieft man. of his time, 
His appearance fhocked me ; though he was yet in the prime | 
of his life, he had every appearance of decrepitude. He was 
“furrounded by muficians, who wearied him ‘with celebrating bis 
virtnes ; and beautiful female flaves, who by their dances kind- 
Sa ‘led in his eyes, at intervals, a gloomy and dying fire. When — 
we were alone, I faid to him, | congratulate you: you have 
difcovered the rare fecret of perpetually retaining with you | 
pleaftire, who, though fo fugitive to others, is. with you a cot 
ftant gueft.—Pleafure a conftant gueft with me ! replied he m 
a rage; I know it not: I fuffer all the defpair which the ab 
fence of it occafions, This is the only fentiment winch #- 
% mains with me, and which will foon complete the deflruc 
- tion of a body overwhelmed with pain and evils. I endes 
voured to infpire him with fortitude ; but I found that his mind 
was degraded and brutifh, witheut principles, and without t- ff 
fources. 1 afterwards learned that he had never bluthed at the _ 
acts of injuftice he had committed, and that he every day walt j 
ed the fortune of his children with foolifh profufion. | 
> Phe example of this man, and the difguit which I on different 
@6Calions experienced, delivered me from the imtoxication # © 
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which I liad for fome . years lived, and determined. me to. fvek 
tranquillity in the practice of virtue, and the exercile of my rea- 
fom. J cultivated both with ardour; but I was.again on the 
point of going to the oppolite extreme. ~Ihe. too great aufterity 
ofmy virtue fometimes filled, me with indignut.on againit fo 
ciety; and,-from @toorigid attachment to what | citeemed rea- 
fon, £ was inclined to. efteem all objects as. indifferent... An ac- 
didental event freed me from both thele errors. fie. 

I became acquainted, at Thebes, with a difciple of Socrates, 
whofe probity 1 had heard much extolled, I was ftruck with 
the fublimity of his principles, as well as; with the regularity of. 
his conduct. . But he had. gradually introduced fo much fuper- 
fition and fanaticifin into the. virtue he inculcated, that he might 
be reproached, with permitting m hunfelf no frailty, nor allow- 
ing any indulgence for others. He. became peevilh, fulpicious,, 
and often unjuft ; the qualities. of hts heart were elteemed, but. 
‘his company was generally avoided. : 

A thort time after, being at Delphi, at the.celebration of the. 


Pythian games, I perceived, ina gloomy alley, a man who had __ 
the reputation of being a perfon of great knowledge and intelli. 


nce. He appeared to. me overwhelmed with chagrin, I have 
ihpated, faid he to me, by the exertions of reafon, the illufion. 
of all things in life. 1 was born with-all the edvantages that 
can flatter vanity ; but, inftead of enjoying them, 1 withed to 
analyfe them ; and, from that moment, riches, birth, and perfo-. 
nal gracés, appeared to me only as vain titles, which chance had 
diftributed among men. . [attained to the firlt, offices of magi- 
ftracy in the republic ; but was difgufted with the difficulty [ 
found in doing good, and the eafe with which it was in my 
wt to do miichief. I fought glory in battle, and dyed my 
lands in the blood of the unfortunate, till I fhuddered at my 
barbarous fury. I cultivated the fciences and arts : Philofophy 
filled me with doubts ; I found in eloquence only the perfidious 
art of deceiving men ; and in poetry, mulic and painting, only 
the puerile arts of amufing them. I afpired to obtain the ei- 
tecm of the public ; but, feeing around me a multitude of hy- 
pocrites, who, by their pretences to virtue; fecured its applaufe 
without danger of dete@tion, I grew carelefs.ot the public an@. 
itseiteem. Nothing was now left me but a life deprived of e- 


® very charm, actuated by n0.motive,and which was only a tedi- 
ous ‘repetition of the fame.aCtions and the fame wants... . 
Wearied of my exiftence, I travelled into diftant commtriés,. . 






The pyramids of Egypt, at the firft view, filled me with allo. 
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évil, in the general fyftem of nature; and that the beings whicy 
make a part of this great whole, which, as a whole, is fo adm, | 
rable, but fo incomprehenfible, and fometimes fo terrifying, in 


its parts, fhall partake of this mixture, and experience continua} 


Viciffitudes. On this condition has life been beftowed on ys, 


From the moment in which we receive it we are condemned tog 


continual alternation of good and evil, pleafures and pains, If you 


inquire the reafon of this our unhappy lot, fome will : 
ps sd that the gods intend to beftow on us real good Lap: 
pleafures; that they only gran’ us the fatter to compel 
us to receive the former; and that to the greater part of 
mortals, the fum total of good would be infinitely greater than 
that of evil, if they were wife enough’ to refer to the former 
the agreeable fenfations they experience, and the moments they 
enjoy which are exempt from trouble and difquietude. Such a 
fyftem may fometimes fufpend our murmurs, but the canfe of 
them will ever remain ; for, in fact, pain and mifery exift on 
éarth, and confume the days of the greater part of men; and 
even thouzh only one fingle mortal fhould fuffer, and though he 
fhould faffer but for a fingle moment during his whole life, fill 
that moment of pain would be to us the moft incomprehenfible 
and diftrefling of myfteries. 

What then isthe refult of thefe refleCtions? Ought wets 
plunge blindly into the torrent which hurries away and infenfi- 
bly deftroys all beings ; to prefent ourfelves without refiftance, 
and as victims of fatality, to the evils by which were me- 
naced ; and to refiounce. in fine, that hope which is the greateft, 
aid even the only good the greater part of our féllow-mortals 
éan experience? Certainly not. [I wifh that you fhould be 
happy, but fo far only as it is permitted youtobe. I with you 
not that chimerical happinefs the hope of which is the fource of 
the miféry of the human race, but a happinefs firited to our pre- 
fent cOridition, and the more folid, fince it is in our power td 
render it independent of men and of events. | 

The attainment of this is, fometimes facilitated by the natu 
ral difpofition ; and we may even fay, that certain minds are 
only happy becaufe they were born happy. Others cannot dtrug? 
gle at once againft their difpofition and external obftacles, with- 
out long and unintermitted application of mind ; for, faid an an- 


cient philo‘opber, ‘the gods fell us happirtefs for labour, whic 


is its price.” But this mental labour requires not more efforts 
than the projects and exertion by which we dre inceflantly agi- 
tated ; and which, after all, have only for their object an im 
@ginary happinels. 
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Philocles, having thus {poken, remained filent. He had not, 
a faid, fufficient Jeifure, nor fufficient. abilities, to reduce into a 
ftem.the obfervations he had made on fo important a fubject. 


fyitem 
; he at leaft, faid Philotas, to communicate to us, without too 


ferupuloully regarding order or con jection, thofe which may ac- 
cidentially fuggeft themfelves to you. Condefcend to inform 
us by what means you have attained to this ftate, at which you 
gannot have arrived but after a long fucceflion of experiments 
anderrors. ; 

O Philocles ! exclaimed the youth Lyfis ; the zephyrs feem 
to {port among the branches of this plane tree, the air is filled 
with ‘the odours of the flowers that haften to difclofe their beau- 
ties, thefe vines begin to entwine their tender branches around 
the myrtles which they .wili quit no more; the flocks that 
bound in the meadows, the birds that chant their loves, the in- . 
ftruments that refound through the valleys, all things that I fee 
andhear, fill me»with delight aud tranfport. Ah, Philocles ! 
we were created for-happimels: I feel that we were, in the de- 
licious and heartfelt emotions which I experience. If you are 

inted with the art of perpetuating thefe, it is a crime to 
conceal it from us under the veil of miftery. .. 

You remind me, replied Philocles, of the eatky years of my 
life. 1 fill regret the time when, like you, I refigned myfelf 
with enthufiafin to the impreflions I received. Nature, to which 
I was yet unaccuftomed, appeared to my eyes arrayed in inde- 
fcribable¢harms ; and my foul, new toevery pleafurable fenfa- 
tion, lkeemed ardently alive to the moft delicious fenfibility. 

I was yét unacquainted with men, and imagined I found in 
their words and actions that inrocence and fimplicity which 

inmy own heart. 1 believed them all juit, fincere, ca- 
~pable of friendfhip, what they ought to be, and what 1 in real- 
“itywas. Above all, I believed that they were humane; for 
_— is efpecially neceflary to convince ys that they are 
not 

Under this delufion I entered inta,the world. The politenefs 
‘for which the focieties of Athens are diftinguifhed, the expref, 
fionsewhich: the defire-of pleafing in{pires, thofe effufions of the 
heart which coft fo little and flatter fo much—all thefe deceitful 
externals had but too many charms for a man who had not yet 


@) -proved their real worth. I met feduction half way ; and, ateyi- 


buting to.agveeable connections the fentiments andclaims of 


. frendihip, gave myfelf up without referve to the yjeature of 
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nfcription, ona little. 
This, faid.dy-is 
And, in fa 


defcribe 4 ! 
difcover how it may be obtained. That, replied Philocles, % 
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tranquil leifure, or tranfporting him to a dreary climate wheip 
the half-formed bloffoms of hope fhall be irremediably d 


ed.* That the mind may expatiate in its true element, it jg 


neceflary that it fhould become neither the viétim of labour, nor 
the ilave of terror, difcouragement and difguft. This is the 
true danger ; as to pedantry, it may be queftioned whether itis 


the offspring of early reading, or not rather of a tafte for read. 


ing taken up at a late and inaufpicious period, . 


eg a LE LINE IE IE a ILS 


: ON HAPPINESS. 


FROM ANACHARSIS’s TRAVELS. 


‘Praioczzs, with a heart of the ¢reateft fenfibility, pof- 


feffed an exquifite judgment and extenfive kngqwledge. In.his 










outh he had frequerited the {chools of the moft celebrated phi- fi 


ofophers of Greece; and, improved by their lefions, but fill 


more by his own.reflection, he had compofed a fyftem of con § 


du which diffofed tranquillity through his own foul, and pro 


moted peace and fatisfaétion among all around him, We incel 


fantly ftudied this fingular man, to whom each moment of his 


Jife was a moment of happirfefs. 


One day, as we wandered about the ifland, we met with this 
imple of. Latona, “ en is gnore 
more to be defired than bealid, or 






excellent than juftices 
more deli sate tien 
1s the gaaxim which Ariftotle once cenfured in our 
hearings he allé@ged that the epithets contained in it ought not 
to bedeparatedy"and that they 4re only applicable to happinels. 
WSppinefs is certainly what is moft excellent, mofi 
a, and molt delightful. But to what purpole is t ® 
effets? It would be of much greater importance to 






little known ; for, to arrive at it, all men choofe different patts 
and all differ in opinion refpe@inig the nature of the foversige 
good. Sometimes they make it confift in the enjoyment of ¢ 





ee ee an 





* The canker galis the infants of the fpring, 
Too oft before their buttons be difclos’d ; 
And in the morn and liquid dewaof youth : 
Contagious blaftments are mo!t eminent. ! 
SHAKESPES 


the poffeffion af the object we love” & 


| 
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y pleafure, and fometimes in the exemption from every pain. 
ome have endeavoured to comprife its characteriftics in fhort 
maxuns : {uch is the fentence you have juft read ; and fuch the 
maxiuns which is frequently fung at table, and in which happinefs is 































“a BE made to confift in health, beauty, riches lawfully acquired, and 
si, youth enjoyed in the bofom of trindfhip. Others, befides thefe 
a | eg gifts, require flrength of body, courage, jultice, pru- 
; dence, temperance, and in a word, the poffeflion of every good 
: and every virtue. But as the greater part of thefe advantages 
do not depend on ourfelves, and as we fhould not even find e- 
very wilh precluded by their union, it if manifeft that they do 
not eflentially conftitute that {pecies of felicity which is adapted 
to each man in particular. % | 
In what then does liappinefs confift? impatiently exclaimed 
ene of our company. How wretched is the lot of mortals, if, 
inceflantly compelled to purfue happinefs, they are ignorant of 
pof- % the path they ought to choofe!——Alas, replied Philocles, they 
his are furely much tobe pitied. Caft your eyes around you ; in 
phi. § every place, in every condition of life, you will hear only com- 
fill B  plaiyts and lamentations, and only behold men tormented with 
con thedefire of happimefs, and by paffions which prevent their at- 
pro taining it ; unfatisfied by pleafure, without fortitude under fuf- 
cel & - ferings, almoft equally oppreffed by difappointment and enjoy- 
his ment, inceflantly murmuring at their lot, and unable to quit a 
; lifethe burden of which they find infupportable. 
this - Was it, then, merely to cover the earth with miferable crea- i 
ore @ ~ tuygs, that the human race was. created ? and do the gods take a 4 
oF cruel pleafure in perfecuting fuch a feeble race of beings as we “ 
“ @ ae? Tothis lcan neverafient: our reproaches are due to our- 
our § = felves alone. Let us inquire what idea we.entertain of happi- 9. ™ 
not @” nefs, Is it not that of a itate, in which our defires, perpetually — 
ef reviving, fhall be continually fatiated ; which {hall be diverfifi- 
nok edaccording to the difference of inclinations, and the duration 
t to of which it {hall be in our power to prolong at “pleafure? But 
eto @ the eternal order of nature muft be changed before fuch a ftate 
2° can be the lot of any mortal. ‘Thus, to defire happinefs which 


ths thall be unchangeable, and without any mixture of alloy, is to 


ga defire what cannot exift ; but what, for that very reafon, more 
e excites our wifhes, fince nothing appears to us more defirable, 
—~ By than to triumph over obftacles which are, or which appear, in- 


furmountable. 
Invariable laws, too profound for our feeble refearches to 


explain, decree that good fhall be uninterruptedly mingled with 
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Books are the depofitory of every thing that is moft honoy, 
able to man Literature, taken “in all its bearings, forms the 
grand line of demarcation between the human and the aningl 
kingdoms. He that loves reading, has every thing within his 
reach. He has but to defire; and he may peffefs himfelf of 
every fpecies of wifdom to judge, and power to perform. » «4 












. The chief pout of difference between the man of talent'aq] 
‘man without, confifts in the. differant ways in which the 
ni ids are employed during the fame interval, [hey are oblig & 
t.us fuppofe, to Well from ‘Tempie-Bar to Hyde-Pag. 






Corner. . The dull man goes ftreight forward; he has fo many 
furlongs to travel. He oblerves if pp cape Fe 


am he ease refpecting their health and family, He 


the oe ashe pafles; he admires the 


a ace Age afl ye patos 7g experience ay 


flights of. fancy, they are of a fhort extent; of the fame nature 
as the fights of a foreft-bird, clipped of his wings, aud Com 








danewd to one the reft of his life ina farm-yard. On the th | 
tone. he 
laughs and cries. Unindebted to the fuggeftions of furroundin; oh & 





hand the. man of: talent ; gives full fcope to ha syegion 


op his whole foul i isem ployed. He enters into nice calculatirb; 
Gigefts fagacious reafonings, In imagination he declaimsg 
defcribes, impreffed with the deepeft fympathy, or elevated 
the loftieft rapture. He makes.a thoufand new and _ 
combinations. He paffes through a thoufand imaginary 

tries his courage, ‘tafks his ingenuity, and thus becomes. 

ally prepared to meet almoft any.of the many coloured events 
of human life. Begs confults by tlt aid of memory the books 
he has read, and projects others for the future inftruction 3 
delight of mankind. If he obferve -the paffengers, he re 
their countenances, conjeQtures their paft liftory, and forms & 


fyperficial. notion of their wifdom or folly y, their virtue. or vith | 


their fatisfaction or 1 - If he obferve the fcenes tat 
occur; it is with the eye of a connoiffeur or an artilt. vey 


object is capable of fuggefting to him a volume of refleCtignh 
The time of thefe two perfons in one refped refembles; it hp 
brought them both to uke Pod Cesven In almoft even 


other refpect it is-diflimilar, 


mind ? 









What is it that tends to generate thefe oppofite habits 






Probably nothing has @ntributed more than an early tafte for 
reading. Books gratify and excite our curiofity in innumerable : 
ways. They force us to reflect. ‘They “hurry us from pom p 
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o point. They prefent dire@& ideas of vavious kinds, al they 

indireft ones. In a well written bdék we are prefented 
with the matureft refleCtions, or the happieft flights, of a mind 
of uncommon excellence, It is impo ble that we can be much 
eccuftomed to fuch companions, without attaining fome refem- 
oe of them. When I vead Thomfon, I become Thomfon; 


when read Milton, I become Milton. I find myfelf a fom of 


i BE intellectual camelign, afluming the colour of the fubftances on 
B® which I reft. He that revels in a well-chofen library, has in- 


gumerable difhes, and all of admirablefilavour. His tafte is 
| gendered fo acute, as eafily to diftinguifh the niceft fhades of 
difference. His mind becomes ductile, fulceptible to every 
impreffion, and gaining new refinement from them all. His 
varieties of thinking baffle calculation, and his powers, whether 
of reafon or fancy, become eminently vigorous. i? 

Much feems to depend in this pd n the period at which 
the tafie for reading has commenced, f it be late, the mind 

ems frequently to have acquired a previous obftinacy and un- 
* ftattablenefs, The late reader makes a fuperficial acquaintance 
with his author, but is never admitted into the familiarity of a 
fend, Stiffnefs and formality are always vifible between them. 
He does not becomé the creature of his author; neither bends 
with all his caprices, nor fympathifes with all his fenfations. 
This mode of reading, upon which we depend for the confum~ 
mation of our improvement, can fearcely be acquired, unlefs 
we begin to read with pleafure at a period too early for memory 
to record, lifp the numberswf the poet, and in our unpractifed 
imagination adhere to the letter of the moralifing allegorift. Tn 
that cafe we fhall feon be induced ourfelves to * build” the un- 
"wast “rhyme,”* and fhall a over in fond imitation the 
icenes we have reviewed. ay 

_ An early tafte for reading, though a moft promifing indica- 
tion, mut not be exclufively depended Gh. It fhuftbe aided by 
favourable circumftances, or the early reader may degenerate 
nto an unproductive pedant, or a literary idler. It feemed to 
appear in a preceding efiay, that genius, when ripened to the 
birth, may yet be extinguifhed. Much more may the materials 
of genius fuffer an untimely blight and terminate inan abortion. 
Sut what is moft to be feared, is that fome adverfe gale fhould 
burry the adventurer a thoufand miles athwart into the. chaos 
f laborious iilavery, removing him from genial influence of a 
: * 

* Milton, 
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and terror. He was never fatiated with praife, although he was 
continually receiving it; but if he was fenfible to fame, he was 
far removed from vanity. | 
What Fontenelle obferves of Corneille's love of fame is ftrong- 
ly proved by our great poet himfelf, in an epiftle to a friend, in 
which we find the following defcription of himfelf, a pleafing in- © 
ftarite how vanity becomes even agreeable in a fuperior genius: 






Poo much felf-love prevails in every fate ; 

~ Who like ourfelves, our fecret worth cat rate? 

~ Since *tis a-mode that’s authorifed at court, 
Frankly our merits we ourfelves report. | 
A proud humility will not deceive ; 7 

.. [know my worth; what other’s fay believe. 

- Tobe admir’d I form no petty league ; 
_1¥Few are my friends, but gain’d without intrigue. .~ 
_My bold ambition, deftitute of grace, 

Scorns {till to beg their votes from place to place. © 
On the fair ftage my fcenic toils I raife, *7 
While each is Free to cenfure and to praife; 
And there, unaided by inferior arts, ty. | 
I fnatch th’ appleufe that rufaes from their hearis, +. 
Content by merit flill to win the crown, ae 
With no illuftrious names I cheat the town. = 
The galieries thunder, and the pit commends ; > | 
My verfes, every where, my only friends. oe. oe 
’Tisfrom their charms alone my praife I claim; ~ 
*Tis to myfelf alone, T owe my fame; Rie | 
And know norival whom F fear to meet, oe 
Or injure, when I grant an equal feat. a“. 


#4 i 2g 
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Voltaire cenfures Corneille for making his heroes fay contin « 
ally, ry aregreat men. But in drawing the charadter ofan ~ 
hero he draws his own. All his heroes are only fo many Commiy 
neilles in different fituationses , ae 

‘Thomas Corneille attempted the fame career as his brotherj) 

his name was unfortunate, for it naturally excitedaj- © 
® cemparifon, which could not be favourable to him.. Gacon, they) — 
Dennis of his day, wrote the following {mart impromptu bigs 


kis portrait: 


Voyant le portrait de Corneille, e ° 
Gardez vous Ge crier roerveille ! Ta, 
Et dans vos tranfports n’allez pas, 
Prendre ici Pierre pour Thomas, 










































AUGUST ¥, 1797 “75 







vas 

ras OF AN EARLY TASTE FOR READING. 

. From Godwin’s Enquirer. 

2H Ts E firft indications of ger nins difclofe themfelves at a 


early period. A ay obferver of the varieti® of 
“grelle&i, will frequently be able to pronounce with fo 
“fidence upon a child of tender years, that he exhibits: frags of 
B future eminence in eloquence, invention or judgment.» 
©9§ © The embryon feed that contains in it the promife of talent, 
if not born with a man, ordinarily takés ies fh ftation in him at 
| ‘no great diftance fromthe period of birth. ‘The mind is then, 
bit rarely afterwards, in a ftate to receive and to fofter it. © 
The talents of the mind, like the herbs of the ground, feem 
‘@ to diftribute themfelves at random. The winds difperte from 
7 *Yone {pot to another the invifible germs; they take root in many 
* ‘cafes: without a planter; and grow ap without care or obferva- 
‘tion. 
“Ft would be truly worthy of regret, +f chance, fo to fheak,. 
tould do that, which all the fagacity of man’ was unable to 
efe&; if the diftribution of the nobleft ornament of our 
nature, could be fubjeéted to no rules, and redeem: to no. 








He that would extend in this refpe&t the pews of education, | 
‘mut proceed, like the improvers of other fciences, by experi 
ment and obfervation. He muft watch the progrefs of: the 
dawning mind, and difcover whe it is thst gives it its firft dete. 


The fower of feed cannot foretel which feed fall fall ulelef 
‘to the ground, deftined to wither and to perifh, and which fhall 
take root, and difplay the moft exubggant fertility. As among 
the feeds of the earth, fo among the 7crceptions of the humah 
. mind, foine are peeved; as it weres for inftant and entire 
‘oblivion, and fome, undying and immortal, affume an inipor- 
tance never to be fwperceded. For the firft we ought not te 
torment ourfelves with an irrational anxiety; the laft cannot 
obtain from us an attention fuperior to their worth. g 
There is perhaps nothing that hag greater tendency to de. 
tide favourably or urifavourably ing a man’s, future 
: intelle&t, than the gueftion whether or not he be imprefitd with 
i early tafte for Pading. : » 4 
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At length he gave Pertharite, a tragedy, which proved yp. 
fuccefsful. This fo much di‘gufled our veteran bard, that, like 
Ben Johnfon, he could not conceal his chagrin in the preface tg 
this tragedy. He there tells us, that he renounces forever the 
t! ditset td: indeed, this eternity lafted for feveral years ! 

Difgufted by the fate of his unfortunate tragedy, he diredted 
his poetical purfuits to a different fpecies of compofition. Be: 
now finifhed his tranflation in verfe, of the Imitation of Jefass: 

Chrift, by Thomas aKempis.. This work, perhaps, for the ind 
‘gularity of its author becorring a religious writer, was attend a 


rif thing fuccefs. The ‘ous ciibcee of Fontenelle on thige 4 a 


ation are however jeft. He tells us, that he dces not fing 
im this tranflation the prevailing charm of the original, which} 


-sontifts in its fimplicity and naivete; which are all Joft m tha it i. . 


1 of verification fo natural to Corneille. This book, 
continues, the fineit that ever proceeded from the hand of ma 
(fin gofpe Ce, cag aly ag aR adh ctaaeell 
re to the heart, and would not feize on it with fuch force, tr. 
“adh pieaeART Tye prot motes ake bie 
which prevails in e greatly contributes. After this'et ee | 
‘ium of our critic, I muft add, that Voltaire fays, It is repo rte 1, 
ed that Corneille’s tranflation of the leitetienial Jefos Chrift h 
been printed thirty-two times; it is as difficult to believe Lis 
it is ‘oyied the book once! 

Corneille feems not to have been ignorant of the truth of t nis 
criticifm. In his dedication of it to the Pope, he -fays, ¢ The 
‘tranflation which I have chofun, by the fimplicity of its. ftyle, 
precludes all the rich ornaments of poetry, and eed incredle 
ing myfeputation, muft be canfidered rather as a facrifice made» 7 
to the glory of the fovereign author of all which Lanay have aés 

paired by my poetical produdtions,’.., This.is an excellent elude — & 

tion of the truth of that precept of Johnfon which refpedts relat” 
gious poetry ; but of which the author of Calvary feems not to™ 
have been enfihle. The merit of religious noprhclon appears, 7% 
like this Imitation of Jefus Chrift, to cenfift in fimplicity, and 95> 
,gonfequently i is inimical to the Mig’er poetical embellifhments. | 
“© When Racine the fon publifbed along poem on ‘ Grase,’ take < 
in it’s holy fenfe, the mon unhappy fubject, at leaft for poetry 
it was faid that he had written on Grace, without Grate. 

During the {pace of fix years, Corneille rigoroufly kept bi 
promife of not writing forthe theatre. At length, overpoweret 


by the perfuafions of his friends, and probably by his own a “She 


mations, he once more dire¢ted his ftudies to the drawa. He 





pomipeescardh 


recommenced in 1659, and finifhed in 1675, ing this ting 
, he wrote'ten new pieces, and publifhed a. “i of little. eel 

gious poems, which, although they do not attra the the atti 
of polterity; were then read-with great delight, and probably 
preferred to his fineft a ts by. the .goo catalan mt “hea 


day. ) 
- _ 1675» he EEE, his career, ‘ In the aa year of 
- ‘Hife, his ‘mind became fo enfeebled as to be incapab ‘hin. 


‘ and, he diedia extreme payerty. _It is true oh his pM 
# . genius had been amply rewarded; “but amongft his great talents, 
“we cannot count that one, of preferving thofe faveurs of fortune 


BRT which he had acquired. 


Fontenelle, his nephew, has given us a minute and interefting 
defcription of this great man, ‘of whith I fhall borrow the greater: 
art. I mutt firft obferve, what Marville fays, that a he 
aw ww Corneille; he had the appearance of a country tr trade: 
1 that he could not conceive how fuch @ man could put i 
le mouths of his Romans fuch-heroic fentiments. _¢ 
 agoteng Jarge and full in: his perfon; his air fimpl 
, always negligent, and very litile folicitous of pleafing by 
hisexterior. His face:had fomething agreeable, his nofe large, 
is mouth not unhandfome, ‘his eyes full of fire, his phyfiogno- 
4 iy © tiveky with ftrong features, well adapted to be tranfimi:ted 
© to pofterity on a medal or buft. His ‘pronunciation was not very, ~ 
© @itin®; and he read his verfes with force, but without grace. — 


: A = He was acquainted with polite literature, with hiftery, and — 


> poli itics; but he generally knew them beft as they related to the 
-Mage. For other knowledge, he had neither leifure, curiofity, 


| “ =, mach efteem. He fpoke little, even on. fubjects which he 


i t “a “werfion; the flighteft troubles of this 


thy underftdod. He did not embellifh what he faid,. and 
over the great Corneille, it. became neceflary to read 


“He was ofa melancholy difpofitiony had fomething blunt im 
| Ohi manner, and fometimes he appeared rude; but ia fact he was 
wpdifagrecable companion, and made a good father, and h 

and. “He was tender; and. his foul was. very fufceptible 
pene: ‘His conftitution was .very favourable to love, . te 
er to debauchery, and rarely to vielert attachments. His 
[ was fierce and independent; it could never be managed, for 
pe Iwould never bend; this indeed rendered him very capable of 
eq Surtraying the Roman virtue, but incapable of improving his 
~~ fortune. Nothing equalled his incapacity for bufinefs but his 
; kind occafioned him alarm 

“ 





170 THE UNIVERSAL MAGAZINE. 


chanting profpe& ! What I faw rendered me lefs incredulous of ’ 
the accounts of Olympus and mount Athos, which they affert to i 
be higher than the region of the clouds from whence defcend the 4 
ihowers of rain. : 

After having fatisfied my eyes for fome time with thofe de. 
lightful objects, which elevated my mind and infpired it with 
pious reflections; I took the book of St. Auguftine’s confeffions 
which I had from you, and which I always carry about me, It 
is dear to me for its own value, and the hands from whence I re. 
ceivedit, render itdearer ftill; on opening it I accidemally fel} 

_ onthispaffage in the tenth book: “ Men go far to obferve the 
fummits of mountains, the waters of the fea, the beginnings and, 
the courfes of rivers, the imimenfity of the ocean, but they neo 


glect themfelves.” 
take God and my brother to witnefs that what I fay is true, 











pflruck with the fingularity of an accident, the application fF 

of which it was fo eafy for me to make. ‘ 2a 
After having fhut the book I recolleG&ted what happened to St, as 
Auguftine and St. Anthony on the like occafion, and believing] 


could not do better than imitate thofe great faints, I left off % 

reading, and gave myfelf up to the croud of ideas which prefent- B 

ed themfelves, on the folly of mortals, who negle€ting their x 

moft noble part, confule themfelves with vain objects, and go ce 

to feek that with difficulty abroad, which they mighteafilymeet —F 

with athgme. If, faid 1,1 have undergone fo much labourand ; 

fatigue, tliat my body may ‘be nearer heaven; what ought Puot a 

to do and fuifer,. that my foul may come there alfo? : 
r In the midft of thefe contemplations I was got, without per- 

ceiving it, to the bottom of the hill, with the fame fafety. and 

lefs fatigue than I went up. A fine clear moon favoured: our 

return. . While they were preparing our fupper, I fhut myfelf 

up ina ¢orner of the houfle, to give you this account, and the — 

refleStions it produced in ivy mind. You fee, my father, that * 

hide nothing from you. I with I was always able to tell you 9 © 

not only what ido, buteven what Ithink. Pray to God that i. 

thoughts, now alas! vain, and wandering, may be immové- | 
ably fixed on the only true and folid good, 


ate gh 
Pe i 
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PETER CORNEILLE. 





Exact Racine and CoRNEILLE’s noble fire 
Shew’d us that France had fomething to admire. 
7 POPE. 






:.. "Tue great Corneille having finifhed his ftudies devoted him- 
“jHfelf to the bar ; but this was not the ftage on which his abilities 
“were to be difplayed. He followed the occupation of alawyer 

_ 4 for fome time, without tafte, and without fuccels. “A tiling 
-. circumftance difcovered to the world and to himfelf a different 

‘§ genius. A young man who was in love with a girl of the fame 

“town, having folicited him to be his companion in one of thofe 

-fecret vilits which he paid to the lady, it happened thatthe ftran- 
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ger pleafed infinitely more than his introducer. Tiggpae: 

_arifing from this adventure excited in Corncille a talént whi 

_ shad hitherto been unknown to him, and he attemptedy. 
»-were by infpiration, dramatic poetry. “On this little fat 

 — -wrote his comedy of Melite, in 1625. At that monte: 

_» French drama was at a low ebb; the moft favourableidleas were 

_ formed of our juvenile poet, and comedy, it was expected; would 

now reach its perfeCtion. After the tumult of approbation; hail 

_@eafed, the critics thought that Melite was tao fimple and barren 

, Of incident. © Angered by this criticifin, our poet wrote his Ch- 

tandre, and in that piece has feattered incidents and adventures 

- » with fuch a licentious profufion, that the critics fay, he wrote 

-it rather to cenfure the public tafte, than to accommodate him- 

felfto it. In this piece, the perfons combat on the theatre; 

-there are murders and affaffinations; heroines fight; officers ap- 

+ pear in fearch of murderers, and women are difguifed as men. 

»s There is matter fufficient for a romance of ten volumes, and yet, 

fays a French critic, nothing can be more cold and tirefome. 

He afterwards indulged his natural genius in various other per- 

formances; but began to difplay more forcibly his tragical pow- 

ers in his Medea. A comedy which he afterwards wrote was 

avery indifferent compofition. He regained his full luftre in 

the famous Cid, a tragedy, of which he preferved in his clofet 

‘tranflations in all the European languages, except the Sclavo- 

man and the Turkifli, He purfued his poetical career with un- 

common {plendour in the Horaces, Cinna, and at length in Po- 

lieutes, which productions, the Freich critics fay, can never 


be furpaffed, 







at 





































168 THE UNIVERSAL MAGAZINE, 


and courage; nothing was wanting: but this miafs of rocks gg} 
a fteepneis almoft inacceflible. Towards the middle of ¢he 
mountain we found an-old fhepherd who did all he could to dj. 
vert us from our project. It is about fifty years ago, faid he 
that 1 had the fame humour with yourfelves; I climbed to the 
top of the mountain, and what did I get by it!—My body and 
my clothes torn“to~pieces BY the Briars; “MUCH fatigue and re. 
mtance, with a firm refolution never to go thither again, 
Rince that tune I have not heatd it faid that any one has bet, 
guilty of the fame folly. ) | 3 
Young people are not to be talked out of their fchemes. The © 
more the fhepherd exaggerated the difficulties of the enterprife, | 
the ftrenger defire we felt to conquer them. When hefap 
that what, he faid had no effe&t, he fhewed'usa fteep path along — 
the rocks ; that is the way you mult go, faid he. o-94 


_ ¥ 


After leaving our clothes and all that could embarrafs us, we 
began to climb with inconceivable ardour. Our firft efforts, | 
which is not uncommon, were followed with extreme weaknefg: — 
we found a rock, on which we refted for fome time: after which 
we refumed our march; but it was not with the fame agility; 
mine flackened very much, While my brother followed a very 
iteep path which appeared to lead to the top, I took another 
which was more upon the declivity. Where are you going? 
cried nv brother, with all his might ; that is not the way, fol. | 
low me. Let me alone, faid I, I prefer the path which 
longeft. and eafieft.. This was an -excufe for my weaknefs 1 
wanderered for fome time at the bottom; at laft fhame took 
hold of me, and I rejomed my brother who was fet downto 
wait for me. . We marched one after another fome time. but] 
became weary again and fought an eafier path;. and at laft over 
whelmed withdhame. and fatigue, opp again to take-breath 
Then, abandoning mytfelf to reflection, I compared the fateof | 
my foul which defires to gain heaven, but walks not in the wey. | 
to it, to that of. my body which had fo much difficulty mat 
taining the top of mount Ventoux, notwithftandiag the curifity 
which caufed me:to attempt it. ‘hefe refleGions infpired me 
with more ftrength and courage. ‘ 

Mount Ventoux is divided into feveral hills, which rife one 
above the other; on the top of the higheft is a little plain, where 
we feated_ ourlelves on our arrivals: 

S:ruck wth the clearnefs of the air, and the ummenfe fpace 
I tiad before my eyes; I remained fq fome time motionleis aie 
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dtonifhed. At laft waking from my reverie, my eyes were 
“‘ufenfibly direfted towards that fine country to whicli my inclina- 
tion always drew me. I faw thofe mountains covered with 
fnow, where the proud enemy of the Roinans opened himfelf a 
pillage with vinegar, if we may believe the voice of fame: 
“¢hough they are at a great diftance from mount Ventoux, they 


feemed fo near thit one might touch them. I felt inftantly # 


“yehement defire to behold ayain this dear country, which I faw 


@ “rather with the eyes of the foul than thofe of the body: fome 


me which I could not prevent, and I reproached 


is efcaped 


mylelf with a weaknefs I might have juftified by many great: 


examples. 
- Returning to myfelf again, and examining more clofely the 


“fate of my foul; I faid, it is near ten years, Petrarch, fince 
thou ‘hat quitted Bologna: what achange in thy manners fince 
that-time! Not yet fafe-in port, I dare not view thofe tempefts 


.of the mind with which | feel myfelf continually agitated. 


r 


The time will perhaps come, when I may be able to fay with 
St. Auguftine; If 1 retrace my paft errors, thofe unhappy paf- 
fions that overwhelmed me, it 1s not becaufe they are ftill dear, 

it is becaufe I will devote myfelf to none but thee my God. But 
}have yet much to do. I love, but it is a melancholy love. 
My ftate is defperate. It is that which Ovid paints fo itrongly 
in that well known line; : 


‘* J cannot hate, and I am forced to love!” 


. Iffaid I thou fhouldft live ten years longer, and in that time 
niake as much progrefs in virtue ; would{t thou not be able to 
die with a more aflured hope? Abandoned to thefe reflections, 
I deplored the imperfection of my eondudt, and the inftability 
of all things human. . 

The fun was now going to reft, and I perceived that it would 
foon be time for me to defcend the miountain. I them turned 
towards the weft, when I fought in vain that long chain of moun- 
tains which feparates France from Spain. 
~ Nothing that I knew of hid them from my fight, but nature 
has not given us organs-eapable of fuch extenfive views. To the 
right I difcovered the mountains of the Lyonngife, and to the 
left the furges of the Mediterranean, which bathe Marfeilles on 
one fide, on the other dafh themfelves to pieces on the rocky 
fhore. i faw them very diltin@tly, though at the diftance of fe- 
veral days journey. 

The Rhone’ glided under my eyes; the clouds were at my 
feet. Never was there 4 more extenfive, variegated and en- 
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ercifes a flow, but an indelible judgment, took up the caufe gf | 
this unhappy vidim. The years of paflion were over withthe 
prince,and humanity began to foften his heart, as his whiten, 
ing hairs admonifhed him of his write.» Treadia flowly 
the decline of life, he feit a hankering defire after the Sere ourite 
of his youth. That he might compenfate, as much as pofiible, | 
to the old man the difafters he: had heaped on-him while 
he invited the exile, in friendly terms, to return to his cour: 
to which Aloylius was by no means averfe, as an ardent | ng 
nation to pais the remainder of his days in peace at home had &f 
dwelt in his heart. The meeting was attended on both 
fides with real emotion, the embrace was as warm and aff E, 
as if they had parted but yelterday. The prince looked himin # 
the face with a confidering regard, as if contemplating the coun. 
tenance fo familar and yet io flrange ; or as if counting the 
wrinkles he had made on it himfelf. With eager reload 
he ftrove to recolle& the beloved features of the youth i 
the thriveled of age ; but what he fought me was no & 
more io be found. They forced themfelves into a kind ¢ 
cold familiarity—fhame a. <* fear had feparated their heattt. 
for ever and ever. A fight that mult ever recall his cruel 
precipitancy to his mind could give no complacency to the 
‘prince; and Aloyfius could no 5 hina be, familiar with the 
— of his woes. Yet fedate and. cosfoling was his view 
Seefeld man gladly looks back on the end of s 
ig a } 
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Pali 8 Hy a ere fius was feen again in full . 
salt ru talons & entice eal th the No > fl * 
inward averfion to give him a {plerdid compenfation for wha 
was pafl. But could he give him back the fatisfaction he lad 
before in thefe diftintions ; could he revive the heart he had 
deadened for ever to the enjoyment of life? Could he g 
him back the years of hope ? or think of conferring on : 
happinefs wh:n old, that {hould but remotely make ren P 
the robbery he had committed on him when in the prime of 
life ? 

For nineteen years, however, he enjoyed this bright evening 
of his days. Neither age nor adverfity had betn able to abate 
the fire of his paflions, nor entirely fabdue the hilarity of his 
fpirit. Still, in his feventieth year, he was grafping at the 
dow of a ferdeck, that in his twentieth he aftually poffeffed. it 
Jength he ded—commander of the fortrefs where the fate pr 
Sowers were kept. It may be expedted that he exercifed 
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"Gem a humanity, the value of which he had fo feverely been 


ht to know. Buthe treated them with cruelty and caprice ; 
or pn of rage againft one of them laid him in the grave m 


his eightieth year. 


_ PETRARCH'S ACCOUNT OF HIS ASCEND: NG 
MOUNT VENTOUX, 






AVING paffed my life in the province of Venaiffan, 1 


Tave always had a defire to vilit a mountain which is deferibed 
fiom all parts, and which is fo properly called the mountain of 

‘the winds. I feught a companion for this expedition; and, 
what will appear fingular, among the number of friends that i 


jad, I met with none quite fuited to my mind: fo true it is, 


: that i jt is rare to find, even among perfons who love one ano- 


‘ther the belt, a perfect conformity in tafte, inclination and mane 
ner of thinking. One appeared to me too quick, another too 
flow; I found this man too lively, the other too dull; there is 
ome, faid I to myfelf, too tender and too delicate to fuftain the 

; there is shot too fat and too heavy, he can never 
hig h; in fine, thisis too petulant and noify, the other too 





de : ae melancholy. All thefe defects, which friend fhip can 
Aappot in a town and in a hore, would be intolerable on a 


y- I weighed this matter, and sree | that thofe whofe 
iety would ‘rt fed me, either had affairs which prevent- 
_edthem, or had not “g ¥ fame curiofity as myfelf, I would not 
_ pat their complaifance to the proof. I determined to take with 


» me my brother GeMerd, whom youknow. He was glad to ac- 


C me, and felt a fenfible joy in fupplying the place of 
y* na fi well as a brother. 

. We went from Avignon to Malancene, which is at the foot 
the mountain, on the north fide, where we flept the night, 
_ and repofed ourfelves the whole of the next day. The = after, 
my brother and myfelf, followed by two domeftics, afcended 


the mountain with much trouble and fatigue, though the wea- 


_Mher was mild and the day very ine. We had agility, ftrength, 
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icin fortune, with injufice indoading him with fuch heavy ) 
calainitics.. (or the. feniible. fenfation of his mifery was allie Sa 
Sted a raging: felf abhor: ence}, and the pain that is. si dima mo Bor 
to ftubbora hearts, to depend on the generofity of a i 
to whom. be had.never fhewn any himfelf.  « | 
_ But this upright man_ was of a difpofition. too.noble to 
dour a mean revenge. | ‘The feverity he was. enjoined by his 
iB ions to ule. towards his prifoner, coft many a ftruggle te 
he, Taewlly Spirit ; but, as an ‘old foldier,. eden to follow 
the letter of his ‘orders with implicit precilion, he could oul 
more-than bewail his misfortunes. The forlorn wretch in ms q 
1 found: an, active helper inthe perfon of the chaplain t 
the garrilon ; _who, moved. - the diftrels of the milerable cap 
tive, of. vdtich he had not till lately heard, and. that now oily 
obfcure and uacopne ded eal. immedia‘ely took up.the 
.@ gefylution, of .doing fomewhat for his relief... This worthy. 
eccletiaftic, whole name. >t fupprefs with reluctance, thought be 
could nowite better comply: wath his paftoral oflice, than by, tura- 
= now, tothe benefit of a poor unhappy man who was capable 
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afiatt nee, _no other means... 

As he. could not obtain from the chtheaanient: of the fortress. 
leave. sols the prifoner, he fet_out in perfon on the road to 
the,capital, to prefent lis requelt direGtly to the prince. He 
made his genuflexion before him,. and. implored his oad in 
behalf of a miferable man, who. was.languilhing in utter deflitu. 
tion of the benefits of chriftianitys, from, which even criminals, | 
attainted of the blackeft,enormities ce nnot. july be excluded & 
and pexhaps.,vergurg,on the horrors of . defpatr. W ith all de 

Lty and dignity, which the fentiment of difcharging our 
duty. infp.res,.he demanded free accefs to the prifoner,- who be 
Jonged tg. him as ope.et-his flock, and for whote foul he was 
anmiwerable to heaven... The good caufe he.was pleadinz gave, 
day, an irrelftible eloquence, ie as the firft difpleafure of the 
piace was; !ajmewhat abated by time, ‘he Secheéd him his tes 
iqueft to. go and comfort the prifover by a fnrity al-wilite sagan 

fh he firiid Human countenance that the wretched Aloyfins hed 
feen for sa omy od ef fixteen mon! S, was the face of this gholtlp 
gomforter. -For che only friend *he had in the world, he wat 









mnacbrecd to, his miter’y.; his profperity had gain xed bi nent this f 
Lhe. entrance of the preacher was to him. the apparition of B® FF ferric 
angle. » I make no attempt to deferibe his feelings. Dut, to BF dint, 
th: . day tosth his tear Hoy: ed in Jeis abundance, as he daw bar a hor 


Is 


felf pitied by one human being. 4 
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», A ghaftly horror feized the ecclefiaftic on entering'this cave 
-gkdetpair. His eyes rolled about in fearch of a man—when 4 
grily fpectre crawled out of a corner to meet him, a place that 
wked more like the den of iome favage moniter ben the fo- 
. n of a human creature. A pale and death-like. carcafe, all 

colour of life departed from his vifage,.in which forrow and def. 
| acy had wormlarge furrows, the haggard eye-balls fixt im 
one horrid ftare, the beard and nails grown by long: neglect to 
ahideous length, the cloaths halfanetes away, and the air about 
Bh him charged with peftilential vapour from the total want of 
4 ventilation —in this condition did he find this darling of for- 
| Bf tune ; and all this had his adamantine health withftood ! ! Shud- 

lering with horror, and overpowered with compaffion at the 

| fight, the preacher ran immediately from .the fpot to the go- 
yernor, to draw from him a fecond: boon in favour of the poor 
ema i ted wretch, without. which the former-would ftand for 















But he, fheltering his refufal once more under the exprefs 
letter of his inftructions, the paftor generoufly refolved: on ano- 
ther journey to the refidence, to throw himdelf once more on 
theclemency of the prince : He declared, that he could not 
think of alate the dignity of. the Siseniene for far,as. to ens ! 
terupon fo facred an aét with his prifoner, until hé-was reftored . 
tothe likenefs. ofa man. This requeft was like wife gracioufly 
ore with ; aud from that time ‘thesprifoner might pain be 
, to live. 
Bf oiln this fortrefs Aloyfius ftill. paffed feveral: yeas; but in the 
§ more eafy fituation, after the fhort.fummer of the‘new favour- 
7 ite was Dede. by, and others had fucceeded to the poft, who were 
' humaner fentiments, or! had no-revenge to ofttidte upon 
} fim. At length after a.ten ‘years confineme t, the day of re 
| demption appeared— but ne judicial eXami ation, no ‘dnl ace 
| a He received his, Shan from > the-hands of: pri.cely 
: } at the fame !tume: that it was in seg i hun to quit the 
Seay ore ‘ “ye eae ' : 
“Here the accounts of his hiftory forfake' me, which Tohave 
able'to gather alone from oral’ tradition ; arid I perceive 
prtnedod to {kip over a period. of twenty “years. During 
this fpace Aloyfius had began his career afrefly mm the military 
ices of foreign ftates, whieh led binvalfo there tothe bril- 
anteminence fromm whence he liad-been fo dre sadfully ‘hurled 
thome, Time, atlaft, the friend of the unfortunate, who ex- 
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ee ‘word in the name of the princes Jt was delivered to him with . 
a look of filent furprife ; ; when, fetting the point againft the 
~ ground, and putting his heel upon the middle of the biade, he 
{napped it in two, and let fall the pieces at the feet of i. 
This fignal being given, two adjutants feized him by the collar, sacl 

_ a third fell to cutting out the flar on the breaft of his coat,and _ 
Pr another proceeded to take the ribband from his fhoulder, the 
epaulets from the uniform, and the feather from hishat. Dur. 
ing the whole ety brew be aggre which went on with in- 











pete: Bay ac more than five hundred men who ftood 
preg Bey acs eet & fingle found was to be heard, not a breath in 

the whole affembly terrified multitude ftood fixt, th 
pallid’ whacemee 4 with palpitating hearts, and with a death. 


like flare, round him, who in pen aod condition—a fingu. 
lar fpeftacle of ridicule and horror !—paft a moment that is only 
to be felt under the hands of the executioner. Thoufands in , 
¢ would have fallen fenfelefs to the earth atthe firftim. ; 
fe of. terror, but his robuft nervous fyftem, and his Vigorous 
outftood this dreadful ton, and gave time for the horrors 
of it to pafs and evaporate. 

No foorier was this operation over, than he was conducted 
along the rows ef F ompenicng {fpectators to the farther extre- 
nity of th per ee temnan sewage ftood 
waiting him. A ie oe ag rat figns to get into 
it ; - es of huffars accompanied him. The report of this 
nh * is was foon ad over all the refidence ; everywime  ~ 
dow was opened, and all the ftreets were filled by perfons whom 4. 
curicfity and furprife had brought from their behiensione: A iis 
mob ran after mh € cav aleade, who affailed the ears of the dif- . 
graced minion with the intermingled fhouts of feorn and tri- 
umph, andthe {till more te repetitions of his name with 
terms of pity. Atlength he. was got out of their neife, but a 
new fcene of terror awaited him here. ‘The carriage turned off 
from the high road, down an untrequented long by-way—the + 
way towards the place of execution ; whither, by exprefsorder 
of the prince, he was dragged flowly alcng. Here, after make 
ing him feel all the torments of the agonies of death, they turn- 
ed again down. another crofs-road, much frequented by paflen- 
gers. In the fcorching heat of the fun, without any refreth- 
ment, deftitute of human converfe. he paffed feven doleful. hours 
in this conveyance, which ftopped at ia, as the fun went dowa, 


at the place of his defination, the fortrefs.of Crumwald. De- 
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a Eh prived of confcioufnefs, ina middle ftate between life and deatt, 
— Bisa fat of twelve hours anda ‘Cconftantly parching thirft had 
‘gt lait got’the better of his gigantic force, they lifted him out 
Bh of the vehicle—and he came to himfélf in a horrid dungeon 
~. W wder the earth. ‘The firft fight that prefented itfelf to his 
Bt qening eyes’ was the dreadful prifon-wall, againft which e 
- § goon darted down fome feeble rays, through a narrow crevit 
Bt atthe beight of nineteen fathoms from the ground of his ar | 
. §f athisfide he felt afcanty loaf of bread and a pitcher of water, 
> El and near him @ feattering of firaw for his couch. In this, con- 
BH iition he held out till the following noon’; when, in the middle 
. Bf of the turret, a fliding fhutter feemed to open of itfelf, through 
» ¥ which prefertly two hands appeared, letting down a ins 
_ § bakket with the fame allotinent of provifion he had found befide 
» &f bimthe day before. Now, for the firft time fince his fatal re- 
ae &f verle, pain and anxiety forced from him hele queftions to the - 
¢ &f invifible perfon ; how he came here; and’ what crime he had 
) § committed ? But no anfwer. was returned from above : the : 
Bp hands were withdrawn, and the fhutter clofed. ‘Without’ fee- 
ing a human vifage, without even hearing a human Voice, um-. 
able to gquefs at what might be the end of this deplorable ftroke, _ 
in like dreadfub uncertainty on the future and on the paft, cheer- 
ed by no genial ray of light, refrefhed by no wholefome breeeze, 
| cat off from all afliftance, and abandoned by common 
| fion, four hundred and ninety doleful days did he count in this 
: _ of condemnation, by the bread of affliction which was 
4 & tiily let down to him at noon in filent and fad uniformity. But 
4 § adiicovery he made foon after his confinement here, completed 
' | the meafure of his diftrefzs, He knew this place.—He hunfel¥ 
it was who, impelled by a fpirit of bafe revenge, had built it 
afrelh but a few months before for a brave and deferving officer, 
who, for having been fo unfortunate as to fall under his difplea- 
- & fue, was here to pine away his life in forrow. ‘With ingenious 
1 @ barbarity he himfelf had furnifhed the means of making thie 
+ & dungeon a more cruel abode. Not a long time ago he had 
» & ome hither in perfon to take a view of the building and to haften 
the work. For deepening his mifery to the utmoft extreme, it 
mult fo fall out in the.order of things, that the very officer for 
whom this gloomy cell was prepared fhould fucceed to the poft 
of the deceafed commandant of the fortrefs; and, from a vic~ 
tim to his vengeance, fhould become the mafter of his fate. Thus 
Whilhed. away his lait fad comfort of felf commiferation, and oF 
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much on his guard, to awaken his oppenent from this pref 
tuous fecurity, by any inconfiderate act of his. What had made 
» thoufands before ‘him to tripe on the flippery ground of princely 
favour, caufed Aloyfius alfo to fall—too much confidence in 
himfelf. The private familiarities that pafled between Marti. 
ningo and his mafter, gave him no difturbance at all. He readi. 
ly granted the upftart of his own erection a happinefs which he 
in his heart defpifed, and. which he had never made the objed 
of his purfuit. The friendthip of the prince had never any 
charms for him but as it alone could {moothen his way to fo. 
vereign power ; and he carelefsly kicked down -the ladder be- 
hind him &s foon as it had helped him to the elevation he 
fought. . , 
Martinengo. was nat the man to content himfelf with play- 
ing fo. fubordinate a part, At every advance im the favour of 
his mafter, he gave his wifhes a bolder fcope, and his ambition 
began to thirlt. after more folid gratifications. The artificial 
difplay of fubmifion he had hitherto made to his benefactor, be- 
came daily more irkfome to him as the growth of his profperity 
awakened his arrogance. The refinement of the minifter’s be- 
haviour towards him, not proceeding in pace ‘with the 
rapid advances ‘he made in the favour of thé prince, but, oa 
the contrary, often feemed vifibly enough. defigned: to humble 
his afpiring pride -by a falutary glance at his origin ; fo this con- 
firained and contradiftory behaviour grew at length fo trouble- 
fome that he ferioufly fet about a. plan to end it at once by. the 
downfall of his rival. . Under the moft impenetrable’ veil of dif- 
guife he foftered his plan to maturity... Yet durft he not ven- 
ture to meafure {words with his rival in open combat ; for, 
though the prime of Aloyfius’s favouritifm was over, yet it had 
been too early implanted, and was too deeply rooted in the 
tind of the youthful prince, to be fo fuddenly torn up. The 
flighteft circumftance might reftore it to its priftine vigour; and 
therefore Martinengo well imagined that the blow. he intended 
‘to give him mult be a mortal blow. What Aloyfius. perhaps 
had loftin the prihce's loye he might have gained in his efteem; 
the more the latter withdrew: from ftate-affairs, the leis could 
he difpenfe with the man, who, even at the expeénce of the 
country, took care of his interefts with the meft confcientious 
fidelity and devotion—and dear as:he had formerly been as a 
friend, fo important was he now to himas minifter. 


©.’ Phe particular method by which the Italian reached his aun 
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gemained a fecret between, him who,received the ftroke and hi n @ 


who firuck it... It.is fuppofed, that he laid before the prince ~ 





the originals of afecret and. fufpicious. correfpondencey whichiay 





Aloylius fhould have carried on with a neighbouring court ; 


waether genuine: or forged is. a. matter on which opinions are 


divided., Be thatasit may, he obtained his end toa dreadful 
moit ungrateful and blackeft of traiters, whofe treafon was placed 
fo. far out of doubt, that it was.thought proper to proceed im 
mediately again{t, him, without any formaLtrial. The whole was 
managed with. the profoundelt fecrecy between Martinengo and 
his mafter, fo, that, Aloyfius never once perceived the form 
that was gathering over his head. Obftinate. in_ his baneful 
feourity, till the.awful moment, when he was funk from as 
bject of general,adoration and .envy..to an: object. of. the 
decpelt compathone. +...» od 
. On the. arrival, of the decifive.day,.Aloyfius, according to 
guiiom, went, to takeva turnon. the paradey.,.: From enfign whe. 
had, becomey.zin..the fpace..of a few years, coloyel of the 
guards ; and even ths poft was no more. than, a-modefter.name 
forthéeflice.of prime.minifter, which in faét-he. filled, and: dif 
tinguifhed him Sbove.the foremoft in the country... Thesguard- 
parade. was the place. where. his. pride..was, wont; to receive the 
geseral homage, where in ove fhort-hour he enjoyed a grandeur 
and glory which.amply repaid him for the toils of the»preceding 
day. . Here perfows-of the higheit ranks approached. him only 
with refpectiul tunidity, and thofe who did not feel themfelves 
{ure of his. files, with trembling... The prince. himfelf, if -oc- 
cefionally he prefented himfelf here, faw hinfelf neglected iy - 
comparifonef his grand vifier, as.it- was far mere dangerous tom; 
difplesie the latter than it. was of ufé to have the. former for,a — 
fiend. Aud this very place, where he was accultomed to be 
revered 4s a god, was now pitched upon to be-the dreadful 
theatreeof his degradation. . 7 : 

» He entered. carelefsly the well-known circle; who ftood a+ 
round him to day with’ the fame reverence astever, expecting 
his commands, as ignorant of what was to.happen as he was hime 
felf. Jt was not long before Martinengo appeared, attended 
by feme adjutants; no longer the fupple, cringing, fimiling 
courtier—arrogant and ftrutting with pride, like a lackey. rail- 
ed to a lord, he went up to him with bold and refehite fteps; . 
and {\anding before him with his hat.on his head, demanded his 
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degree, Aloylius appeared.an 4 sgyes of the prince as the y 
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. . felt a fufficiency of courage and ability. While the prince was 
~— gunning a round of pleafures, the young favourite employed him-. 
{elf in digging in the mines of records and books; and devoted 
hirifelf with laborious affiduity to the bufinefs of the fiate : in 
‘ which log he rendered himfelf fo accompliflied and.ex- 
5 pa oe all affairs of any confequence pafied. through his 
~~ hands. From being a-companion im the pleafures, he became 
thé chief counfellor and prime minifter, and at laft the mafler 
of his prince. There was foon no way to.the latter but through ff 
him, He difpofed of all offices‘and dignities; all recotnpene 6s 
ces and favours were received from his hands. - . . e 
Aloyfius had mounted to this pinnacle of grandeur at too ear. 
ly a time of life and in too fudden a manner, for enjoying itin 
moderation. ‘The elevation to which he faw_ himfelf sifed, 
made him giddy with ambition ; his modefty forfook bun when 
he had reached the laft aim of his wifhes. The tribute of hum. 
ble fubmiffion which was paid him by the firft perfons of the 
country, by all who were his fuperiors by birth, confideration, 
and fortune, and even by the veterans if office, intoxicated him 
with with pride ; and the unbounded authorjty with which he 
was invefted foon gave a eertain hardnefs fo his deportment, 
which thenceforward became a main feature in his charader, 
and attached itfelf to him through all the viciflitudes of. his for- 
turtle, No fervices were too painful and great for his friends 
to expe of ‘him ; but +hisenemies had reafon to tremble : «for 
as exceffive as his complacency was on one fide, fo.Jittle mode- 
ration was in his revenge on the other. He made lefs ufe of his 
authority for enriching himfelf, than in making the fortune of 
¢ imbers, who might look up to him as the author of their pro!- 
perity ; but humour, not equity, feleted the obje&t. By « 
haughty imperious demeanour he eftranged from him the very 
_ hearts of thofe whom he ‘had ‘cherifhed moft, while he at the 
fame time turned all his rivals into fomany fecret maligners or 
implacable. foes. Oe i 
Among thé number of thofe who watched all; his fteps with 
jealous and invidious eyes, and were already forming themiglitsy.. 
mite the infiruments of his ruin, was a count of Piedmont, Jo ~ 
feph Martinengo, belonging to the fuite of the prince, whom 
AJoyfius himfelf had put into this, as a harmlefs creature de- 
voted to him, that he might fill the place in the-prince’s amule- 
ments which he began to feel too dull for himfelf, and which he 


rather chofe to exthange for 2 more important employment. As 















he confidered this man as the work of his hands, whom, by @. 
fitigle nod, he could re-plunge into the primitive nothing out of . 
which he had drawn hisn by the breath of his mouth; fo he held 
himfelf {ure of him, as wellfrom motives of fear as from grati- 
tude;.and thus fell into the fame miltake, as Richelieu did in 
delivering the young Le Grand as a plaything to Lewis XII. 
But, befides being unable to correct titis miftake. with Riche- “vy, 
‘lieu's addrefs, he:had todo with a more artful enemy than the ~~ 
French minifter had had to contend with. Inftead of being vain 

“of his fuccefs, and making his benefactor feel that he could now 

do without him, Martinengo was fedulous to keep, up the thew 

of dependence, and with a feigned fubmifliquatenattach himfelf 
clofer tothe creator of his fortune. At the-dame time however 
he did not negleé&to ufe the opportunities his poft afforded hin 
_ of being frequently about the prince, in. their full extent, and to 
render himfelf by imperceptible degrees neceflary and indifpen- 
fable tohim. In a fhort time he had gained a thorough know- 






























fe _ dedge of the temper and difpofitions of his mafter, had deferied 
ny ‘every latent avenue to his confidesice, and had imfenlibly ftolen 
° into hisgraces. All thofe arts which a generous pride and:a natu- 
. ralelevation of,foul had taught the minifter to look down upon 
4 with contempt, were put in play by the Italian, who did not 
p difdain to employ the moft bafe and fervile means for arriving 


’ ‘at his aim. ing full well that a man is nowhere in inore 
. ‘want of a guide and affliftant than in the ways of vice, and that 
‘ nothing conduces to bolder confidences than a co-partnérihip in 
- « fecret indulgences ;he inflamed thofe paflions which had his 
- thertolain dormant in the heart of the prince, and then preffed 
himfelf upon him as his confident and encourager. He feduced 
| him into thofe exceffes which leaft of .all admit of being witnef- 
, * fed or known ; and thus imperceptibly accuftomed him to make 
| ' him the depofitary of fecrets from which a third was ever exclud- 
ed. In fhort, he at length built his infamous plan-of_ fnecels on 
the corruption of the prince, and executed it the more eafily, as 
fecrecy was a means effential to its completion ;*fo that he was. 
in pofleffion of the heart of the prince ere Aloyfius could have 
Fa +, the finalleft furmife that he fhared it with another. 

It may be thought fomewhat furprifing, that fo confiderable ¢ 
change fhould efeape the attention of the fagacious minifter» 
bat Aloyfius was too fecure in his own. in portance for admitt. 
img the thought that fach a man as Martinengo was likely to 
become his rival; and the latter was too prefent to humielf, toe 


















inftan y of. the Elcpin 
1 by. Di .. Darwin, Le FO ee 
om from “a gentléma of diftinct obfervation, and 

: Sey yee es beeu such shiiditchine Lis 









d tovearry y the baggee 
buat armmiessare sananii under ee teen one :of the: natives: 
ola entah ai meal nti wife go into the woods:to 
| Draiches of! they: fix hinrto) 
shegroandy, icatgah of shan, ‘and irequently: leave a child yet! 
: to: walks under ‘his-protettioms and: the> intelligent an 
mal notionly: defends it, bht-as itvcreeps abouty (when it arrives’ 
near therextremity of his chain,) he wraps his trunk genily round? 
yand-bringe it again inte the centre of the circle: 
‘ “Secondly, the traitor Klephantsare:tanght toowalk on a mar 
TOW ween tworpit-falls, which are covered with turf, and. 
‘ther to go: into the woods, and to feduce the wild. Elephants t 
-eome that Away, who» fall into thefe wells, whilft: he: paffes fate’ 
between:them:: and it is univerfally obferved, that thofe wild? 
= that-efcape the fnare, purfue the traitor with thea® 
vehemence; and if they can Sartite him; which fometime 
‘happens, they always beat him to death.” 
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. but fraught with much fubftantial knowledge, ‘he’ enteréd i ‘mito 


unknown as a young man of great’ merit and of ftill greater 
. hopes. Aloyfius was in the full ardour of youth, and the nas 
was folikewife ; Aloyfiis was impetuous and'enterprifing ; th 
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-menvcould conquer his fpirit. “The value of thefe qualities was 


—-eonne ction beeen them, that partook. of all the eaergy of 


cote 
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» German e; and his good natural talents sd 
_ and cultivated by a liberal-education. | Being ftill very 








the military fervice of his fovereign ; té whom he ivas' not long 


prince, who was fo too, was fond ‘of fetch characters. By a 
copious vein of wit, and a full ftock of knowledge, Aloyfius Was 
the foul of every company he Bs seek ; enlivened every 
circle into which hé happenéd to “fall, by a jovialty always e- 
qual, and diffufed life so gaiety over every object that came 
m his way; and the prince knew how to prize the virtues 

which he himfelf poffeffed in a eminent degree. Whatever he 
“took in hand, not excepting his very paftimes, had a tinéture of 
‘elevation : no obftacle could affright him, and no difappoint- 





enhanced by a graceful figure ; the ‘perfeet p 7 ay ‘Fgblooming 
health and herculean vigour was animated by the eloquent play 
of an active mind ; an inborn natural majefty in mien and gait 
and.air was tempered by a noble modefty, If the prince was 
charmed with the mind of his young companion, this captivating 
exterior impreffed his fenfes with an irrefiftible force. Equality . 
of age, harmony of difpofitions and character, foon formed,a 


friendihip, and all the vehemence of ardent affeGtion. Aloyfius 
rather.tlew than was raifed from one promotion'to another : -but 
thele outward marks of favour feemed very far:fhort of the 
livelyveitéem the prinee had for him. His. fortune {prung-up 
with aftonithing rapidity, as the creator of it was bis admirer, 
his patiionate friend. Not yet twenty-two. years of age, he faw 
bintelf ona fammit, at which the inoft fortunate commonly 
Gai/itheireareer. But his ative fpirit coul@ not long remain 
Gwetaur therbofom of idle repofe, nor yet Content itfelé svith rhe 


Shining ippendages of a greatnefs, to thedolid ules of which he 











its interior, as far as it hi yet | pe 
Pes, WUish ate poe calcined; but are 
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yet! in the third volume of the Memorie di matematicae 







onftration, that the revolutions that are perceptible is 
and upol te ear a diate sera Y 2 - 











From Noxais’s Memoirs, 


ey or great houfe at Calmina, # 
farrounded by a niud Wall, about twenty feet higl ; the 
toca i early are, ao fide of which is little thort of 

Ir fownd the two fides whichJ 
meafpred each ble huadred of my paces in length, 
ip ‘the ¢entre of each fide was a large building in whieh 
a guard of women and eunuchs under ayms was poll 
‘On the roofs, which were of thatch, were ranged on.finall woodes 
Stakes a great many human fkulls of prifoners taken in war. Tht 
jiher apartments, which I had an nppor*unity of feeing, wert 
giily feveral large courts, comnumicating with each 
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‘ Ey ; . f 
of anak igo an ards, with lor 
tarngy fiovels for “cattle : 
rate them from each other. The | Uanerioe Sf 4 Nepatth wala 
riot fo ealily to aig of te vile geal lfes_ace _never entered a 


; and the female Apart 


Pnevér'paffed the tinirts ‘Of the court before mentio 

once “at Abomey, ‘when the old king Abadee was fi P 
Woild“iee tiie in ‘his bed:chamtber, which was a detached circ 
tar fo0in; of “About eighteen feet diameter; 1t had a tha tched 
coticll roof; the ‘walls were of mind, afd Tahice athed vith iy 
there was a findll area before it, formed by a wall about three 
feet high, the top of which was fluck full of human jaw bones, 
and the path leading to the ‘be oe paved with mh fkulls. ’ 
The mattrefs and bectftead were of. + A ator manufacture, @yith 
cick curtains; the forniture of the room confifted of a fmall, 
table, a chef ‘and two or Sues chairs; and.the cla age 


covered with a carpet which I T fiad fold to him a few 
maakt The apartments for the women (each of > whom 


Jeparate buts) I believe, the remainder ee 
ce weit : ? 





















Within the pata except a (mall part appr a : 
evnuchs, ne .o fome ftore es foi fe — 
viflons of his numerous family, as as for his cownes,) nop. 


bars, clothes, arms, _ammunitions, &c. oe for. fome 
of Furopean furniture, ‘Tfie laie king was. very defirous of 
buyin: any article of this fo rt that she could procure ;, Such ag 
tables, chair: yb ffeaus,. inahog any aliquer cafes, walking c 

cafes of kni id rel ‘and fpeons, dilver.cups, ee 
Wage. T onc 2 Bratahy tim a EMO. ha ria ht hn iver .cup.@ nd.covery. 
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quemeniont conteft was er union or feparation of uel Britain 


ea sid mankind is mel iy beftowed on a new acquain-. 
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y 1 ma ic fenfe. of Thurlow and the fkilful eloquence 4. 
ider sa “From the adverfe fide of the fraryape ’ 
clama. 


‘ wer ted was fupported, by the lively de 
tion Pre he the tegal acutenels of Dunning, the profufe 


| of Burke, and the argumentative ops. 

of Fos. ara oh Gs cnyroen tps war, every _ 
| _every queftion of authority 

7 | Mind the Ree ae : 


















and America. The eight fetlionsthat 4 fat in Parliament were 
a fchool of civil prudence, the firft and moft effential virtue of 
an hiftorian. 
The volume of my Hifto , which had been fomewhat de. 
| ig yh Taggy Cage of a firft feflion, was now ready 
After the perilous adventure had been declined 
- Ag iend Mr. Elmfly, I agreed upon eafy terms. with a 
Cadell, a ym gaa bookfeller, and. Mr,. Willi 
. aban, an eminent printer, and chem uadertook the care 
the which derived more credit from the name 
aks bain eo oo ei ea 
was to many 
gary ey ey la ya were dif. 
covered and corrected in the | men En So moderate were. 
our hopes, that . the arinioal iecectlien ded. toon Asta’ alee 
hundred, till the number was doubled by the- prophetic’ tafte of 
a apne Cp Lag os he pep fies 
_ by the fame, nor by the 
* contempt. cz Try ae ml were attefted by my- 
Ye ty 
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at a lols how to: defcribe the fuccels of Saal 
yg he iy a ew The firft. imprefli- 
dted in a fewdays; a fecond and third edition were« 

pe Neer ots ip and the bookfeller’s property: 
twice invaded by the pirates of Dublin. My book was om 
ery table, and almoft om every toilette; the fe: soc was 
by aasien 1 of the day ; nor was the genes 
barking of any profane critic. The 









any original merit ; and the mutual furprife of the pub- 
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ast val $39 — ies rous 9 Ang and Pie mr nea she 
Sects of that city. _ ey —— bis notice” was an 
undeferibable variety of vole “which were pa 















niisied: “with petrified “marine odies, an P > ait ’ 
| | dean itt chalke-ftones, ~" Hie held this for\atned. dit , , 
it 1s not urfrequent in’ the mountain Ronca* in the Veronefe.' . 
The large oftracities which: he found’ om this Wand among the 


lava, éven appear to be much like thofe of: Rone: ' 
tdoettnot believe that they havebeen floated Hither’ fidini Fordigr 
feasythongh he at: ther tein ‘a confeffes thatthe ‘Miedite: 
‘neat atiprefent contaitis: nd ‘oftracitessof this fort. "The ifiaaél 
‘mah have 'prodaeed thein awithitiel ftom ‘the - a, 
ofthe (ea ; and the clirmate-of the ‘foreign ‘re : 
are now iidigendés, multhave reigned here once.) Among the’ 
Vleinids, “whith are the’ moft numerons, there are alfb — 
hills; whieh a fubterraneafiré Has'cleftand Kalfealeineds “What 
hs net, however; with perfeat cavers iy the valeanic: mountaing; | 
‘Which were decofated with the imoftbeautiful pendant chryfals, 
Bfonowhet new, ns thefe are only found ip chalksbills..- ie’ 
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angle at the vertex, andthe greater agle at theater ihe | 
er x fight angle or-greater'than aright angle. * Hi wi 
Lome x . “FHEOREM. PIGS gs ee w 


%¢ bafe which isa multiple of the vertical ane ~ 
inile| andthe angle at tlie vertex be’ not an 
right ang ejithen the firft applica tions ‘of the bafe 
Ml fall below the triangle roduced ; but théy will 
y Yeturtand fall “intel vertexe ‘ Pivdhe obtiife angled 
‘triangle: A BoC if the obtufe angle C A‘B be double'to the angle 
AC B, the bafe B C-will be applied to the poitit D in the fide 
‘A Grice ‘and will at - fecond ee fall into the 

vertex. © 

lf the angle at the <n aliqhot part of a right wide 
‘orie of the’ applicationsiof the bafe will nets aright: iipte with ° 
see. _‘etie"of the fides produced, ' the applications of the bafe will then 
~~ return, and the*afeending applicatiéus will mo with the de. 








ad ding; and the’ ‘number of defcénding and <= Le 
r - ‘eations taken together, willbe eqtal to the multiple + tebe 
_ obtufevangle is of the vertical arigiey” enw tthe“ applies 
cation fall into the wertex.:  ~ “ + Tt BE ener 
Con. 4. ° 


© Pf en mah at the bafe of any triangle be an whole fnuiltiple of - 
the angle“at thewertex;" the bafe thay “be® applied eithe? ih ithe « 
tria zie oF in the Sides 4 <yrere. bépinring the applicatfon’at the » 
sponte’ angle at the. , a8 many times as the angle at che 

é is'w multiple of the ale the st and will at the 
erst into the vertex 
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> Anecdotes. of GIBp 30N, wrigten: by bimfelf. 
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© fooner, was I.-fettled in m my boufe and brary thea J 
widertook the goinpolition of the fuit.volume. of my. Hilorys 
At the outset, allvas dark,and deubtiul; even the male. of. the 
workyithe truevera of the Decline and Fall ot.the, Empire, the- 
limits of the. intr oduction, t ne divilion.ot-the chapters, and the 
“  _— onder-of the parrative; and i was olen tempied to call away. 
ee the labour of feven years, ‘Lhe ityle of an author fhould b@- 
“Spr i image of his mind, but the-c4oice and command. of language 
~ Ap thetrait of.exercile. Many, experinents were made.betore § 
cauld hit'the middde.tone.between.a dull chronicle and.a rhetoe 
rical declamation ; three times did I compofe the frit chapter, 
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Ygndtwice th? fecond and third; before I was tolerably fat th 
swith'their effet. In the remainder’ of the way I adv 
_ &f witha more equal and eafy pace og | ie fiftes ms 
ne ~@ teenth Sandie have been redue thrée five 
an from a large volume to their prefent fize’; ‘and the y 
fe 9 tecomprelied, without any lofs of f2688 oF feritithen t 

ill pofice fault may be impute the? ec af 

ed tive of the firft reigns 
fe which I have never heard, gi Huiie% 
le §- journey to London. Sochiad oracle might fave é¢n ton 
i¢ ff and obeyed with rational devotion’: bei Iwas Toon ifgut 
. with the modeft practice ie reading the manuferi i to Hy-Fienil 
é,. BP OF fucly friends ‘fomewill praife® from fe and Torn “will 
he & triticife fromvanityy ’ it i wn dhor Nimnfel fs the belt tid sey 
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hisiown performanee’; 1i0-dnéhas’fo déeply meditated ‘on eh 
— ho eanete fo fitieere by interefted inthe event. - / 
y ‘the. friendthip of Mr. (now Lord) *Ekoy “who hadWiar- 
ef tied my firft coufiny f-was'returned “at the geieral election for 
- the*borough of Lefkeard: I took iny feat-at* the beginning’ of 
, the memorable conte{t between Great Britain and America, and 
fapported, with many a fincere andfleit vote, the rights, though * 
not perivaps the interé{t, of the mother country. After a fleet: *y 
_tagillufive hope, prudence condemiéd me to ecquiefce in’ thie ’ 
Ritioh oF =: muate'*,° F was* net arined by” nate: 
éduéation with the intrepid energy of mind atid voite, « aaa 


. | # ot 
Vincentem frrepitus, ct naiym rebus agendis, - ap 


st & 
wal intidity . was fortified by, pride, and even ithe foccefaiah 
pyy-pen diiconaged the triak of my voite.. Butt afintedwas 
the debates of ‘a-iree aflembly ; 1 liflened to the attacksand ded 
fence of lanes and eines : Thad anear profpect of the chas 
tagtets, views, and-pailions;of the. frit men of the-age! tae - 
caule of government was ably vindicated by. Lard, Natt bye 
: fitelmau of fpotlefs antegrity, a. conlummate. ma/tersof debate, 
| who-could wield with equal dexterity the armg ofsealon. anthiad , 
: ridigule... He was feated onthe Treafitry Beach besweenhia ~ 
:] Avorey and Solicitor General, the two vidlars of thedaweandt 
: | fates am agis pares quam finiles 5 and the Minifter might ins 
wer m a mise tah: whie he was uphoiden on either hank 
ie AR CR a le 
mm On this fubje ‘ct, 1D a esters to. Lord Shetlickl, Mr. Ge. « ead 
fays, *] am {till a muitte; it is moretremendous than f 1 28 
egined ; the great {peakers air ine with defpair, the bad ee 
One with terror.” ~ : 
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: GD BG caen together ; ; butt 
is alfo equal to the angles ABD, DBC taken together, 
Therefore the angles B AxCyD B C taken together are equal 

to the angles A B D, D BC taken togethers Take dway the 
common angle D B . Shee remainsthe angle A BD equi 


iin to the angle is Ifoceles having 
: the “cats Yb ct D baie ef BD afi. the fides A D, 


equal to‘each other as they fubtend: the <qual angles : but 
3 D: is eq aie to B C, Genie A Disalfo equal to BC. And 


the Lae, B Sig applied twine. acrols the, triangle A HA Cy.vie. at 
the poyass D, and yaad wo falc = ventex As 2. ra dD. * 
' Case > GE Bee “* - +s 
_Ap.the Hoceles triangle A.B. G.if the angle aB Cot A CB 
be three times the» angle B A,.G,d day, the bafe B C may be 
applied three. times: herofs the triangle A B Gee wil at ‘te 
aa, : om fall into the vertex A. © 
Re - About the center’ B with the diftance B ©, déferive ate circle 
9 C.D; cating :AsG. i Daandjom«B Do sNow: bevaufe B is 
_« ~ the centre of the cycle C DF, BD is equal to’ B-C, thie angle 
¥ B DC equal to the angle. B:GaDuand confequently to A BC, 
¥ 








ee *widthe remaining angle D:B C of the de D By ed sane 
“ibe vemaming canglettBedtel of: foe-bidoale AsB €p hit 
ie re eqpaltorthe angles: A B.D 9D BC, caken sogether; 
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Fo wwiee the ang [Be AG vepether withthe a: angle'D BG. Take 
LenS. C and there reméins the angle’ A‘B D 4- 
cual to twice “tie Gghe B AeCy Abent the center D with the 
“ating BD Bde(cribe the cirde BE G-cutting A Bin E! and 
join BiNow beeaufe Dis the contre of the circle BEG, 
a and eonfequenty to BG, BE ant DB 
- Weing equal'to each other) and the! triangle B D BE 4s -Hveckes 
Ravhic the angle DE B equal to the angle D4} E.o Birt the 
“ap ftecD BE is twice theangle’B AC, and therefore the angle 
DPS -s' eqtialto*twice the angle B-A‘C. © Fhe outward angie’ 
; DEB of the triangle A E D is¢qualte both the inward‘arid 
expolite angles 'E A DE DA wken together, therefore the 
=e ae DB, E-Dsa-taken "together are equal’ to'twice the 
Age EAD, confequently the angles ED A is-equal to the 
ane EA D,‘and the Atiangle ‘A'E Dis Hoceles having the 
HE & D équalvto the angle “Ay D° EB, ‘and the fides 
KE; MD Ee equal toeach other as they’ fbtend  the»equal 
angles, bue-D-B-dctegual to BD or BC, therefore A &, BD, 
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B.D and BC are equal to cactivather and tie bale BC istap- 
three times acrols the triangle ABC, viz. atthe points a 
D's and A and falls into the vertex As »9, FE. De “a 

In.a fimilar manner it may be proved that if the angle at the ai : 
bafe ofan Ifoceles triangle be any'whole multiple of the angle . 
at the vertex, the ‘bafe may be applied acrofs the. am 
many times as the angle at the babe i @ multiple of the angle. 
at the vertexand will atthe laft application fall into —— 

Cor. 2. Fice 3. , 

In the fame manner it inay be, proved that if aad "of the 
angles at the bafe of any acute pos triangle be a whole mul- 
tiple of the angle at the vertex the befe mray be applied acrofs 
the triangle Gapinsing x the application atthe other angle at. the 
a as many times as the mays eb ttn pale sé « aartngle et the fl 

le at the vertex and will at laft fall into the vertex. ’ 

the angle at the bale which sa whole mokglé of the 
vertical angle, be a right angle then. setae se ada 2 
coincide with the bafe, becaule the AC ame 4 
and is mgt cut by the circle C E D, Fig. 4e 
SCHOLILU M. 
«Mf the angle at the vertex of a triangle’ be an. aliqnot peroal* | 
angle and one of the angles at the bafe be a,wholernniti é 

vob che vertical angle, then will she other angle at: the tate. Md 

> either equal to, or a whole multiple of, the vertical angle,and 
the saber arate a0 the bale will be either a right. 
greater a aright angle. Suppoling the vertical angle be 


and the ~- anzles at. ¢ the bafe taken together will be oe = to” 
thee times the vertical angle. If one of them be a muttipie, fay 
twice the vertical angle, it will be a right angle and theremain 
lag angle will be equal to the vertical angle. If the verticak ~ 
angle be one third of a right angle, the two bafe angles takem — 
together will be equal to five times the vertical angle; if one of 
them be take: a whole multiple of the vertical angle, fay twice, 
the remaining one will be equal to three t:mes the vertical an- 
gle, and canfequently equal to aright angle. sf oneof them be 
equal to the vertical angle, the other will be equak to four times 


the vertical angle, and confequently greater ca gh 
a fimilar manner it may be fhewn that if the — be 


aay aliquot part of a right angle, and one of the angli won Ny a 
bale be a whole multiple of the angle at ete ‘ana P.... 
the other angle at the bafe be ove to, or a whole multiple gt; 
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‘multiple of th en ee 
tion fall into the vertex. co 
envio owes Cage on Fires a. (See pla ~ 


- In: the Ifoceles triangle «A B J, if the gt BC he ‘a 


>. i 





"ACB be fice the angle BAG I fay the 
applied twice cerofs che tangle & BG, and wil at the, a 
application fall into the vertex A. ae. - 
About the center B, with the diffance B C delcribe @ a circle — 
C 2 E, eutting A C in D and join B D. Now becaufe Big” 
the-centre.of the cixele-C.D. E, B.D isequaltoBC andthe 
triangle D B C is Ifoceles, having the fideeB D equalto the = | | 
_ fide BC, andthe angle B D C equal to the angle BCD. ~ et 
But the angle A BC "sala alto the angle BC D, and ~ 
is confequently equal to BDC, Now “becanfe the two 
triangles A B C ind DBC have the angles A BC and 
« BDC ecual to each other, and the angle A mc B is commen i 
the remaining angle BA G of ‘he : A B C is e@ualto 
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